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orchids

The stately blooms of a flowering orchid can make a 
wonderful Mother’s Day gift and a surprising alternative to 
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There is no remedy for the temptations that we face except 
to start at the beginning, and the beginning is prayer. The 
only way to lose is to turn back. — Teresa of Avila

Wherever you live in Australia, autumn is a great 
time to be in the garden and I am sure this issue will 
help you make the most of these wonderful, balmy 
autumn days. I have already sampled the ‘silver 
beet and feta mini quiche’ recipe on page 9 and our 

Autumn azalea care information on page 4 is also sure to be a 
hit. Have a wonderful Easter and God bless, Con Searle

About the Garden is published seasonally by
About the Garden Pty. Ltd. ABN 21 076 919 992
4914 D’Aguilar Highway, Kilcoy or P.O. Box 70, Kilcoy Qld. 4515
Phone: (07) 5497 2313 • Fax: (07) 5497 2287
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BLC. Orglade’s Seaspray

Phal. Judy Valentine x 
Brother Success ‘Brother’

Phal. Minho Princess 
x (Taisuco Hatarot x 
Taisuco Beauty)

the traditional chrysanthemum. Give 
orchids a nice, small pot and filtered 
sunlight, such as under a shade cloth 
or the dappled shade of a tree. 
Dendrobium orchids love the heat 
(they grow well in Queensland and 
northern rivers) and have no leaf 
drop. On page 15, find out how to 
divide the lovely cattleya orchid.
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Den. Chao Praya Garnet

What makes PLANT of  HEALTH™ 
fertilisers a cut above the rest in 
bringing you beautiful plants and 
vegetable gardens? It’s the broad 
spectrum of natural ingredients in the 
products that caters so well for the 
nutrition of plants. 

Plants need a variety 
of elements in the 
correct balance in 
order to have good 
vigour, pest resistance 

and disease resistance. 
The only way to know 
what ingredients are 
lacking or required in a 
soil or plant is to soil test 
or plant tissue test. As 
most home gardeners 

don’t conduct this testing, 
we designed Plant of Health™ fertilisers to 
increase soil fertility each time you apply 
them... so you can’t go wrong.

To take out the guesswork, ORGANIC 
LINK combines a rich selection of 
natural ingredients to supplement 
any soil, resulting in really healthy 
plants, gardens and lawns. 

ORGANIC LINK looks and works 
very differently from conventional 
fertilisers. Its ingredients include Blood 
& bone which is a natural blend of 
nitrogen and phosphorus. It also 
contains natural lime and gypsum, 
both natural sources of calcium 
which help break down clay and 
‘sweeten’ the soil. Rock phosphate 
releases its nutrients slowly enough 
to last for months without leaching. 
Unlike other phosphates, rock 
phosphate is natural and safe 
for natives. These ingredients all 
combine to give plants the fuel 
they need to grow. Neem cake has 
been used for centuries as a fertiliser 
and soil conditioner and has many 
benefits. Silica is also included for 

improved photosynthesis, heat and 
frost protection, improved colour and 
resistance to disease and fungal attack. 
Natural potash which promotes flower 
and bud development, natural minerals, 
organic compounds and trace elements 
are also included.

Natra-Store water saving granules 
included in ORGANIC LINK will store 
water around the root zone along with 
nutrients and microbes....a key to healthy 
soil.

ORGANIC LINK is simple to use as the fine 
particle size means it will travel through 
mulch and turf — it won’t stay on the 
surface and, being natural it will sit in the 
soil until watered 
in. ORGANIC LINK 
leads to healthier 
soil and happier, 
healthier plants.

Sophisticated but simple to use...
that’s PLANT of HEALTHTM Fertilisers.

brilliant... naturally!

For more information on PLANT of HEALTHTM products, visit 
www.plantofhealth.com.au or call 07 38651288.
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From our front cover...

Abbreviations: Den.= Dendrobium,
Phal.= Phalenopsis, BLC.= Brassolaeliocattleya

Did you know?
The official floral 

emblem of 
Queensland, the 
Cooktown orchid 

is actually a 
dendrobium.



Azalea first aid tip:
If your azalea is not 
performing well, Searles 
Flourish Azalea, Camellia & Gardenia 
may solve the problem. This fertiliser 
is specially balanced to the azalea’s 
nutritional needs and when applied 
correctly, will also keep the soil at a 
suitable level of acidity. Most azalea 
element deficiencies can be rectified 
or prevented with regular use of this 
fertiliser, so try this as the first step in 
any azalea trouble-shooting.

Autumn
‘to-do’ list...
Mulching
Because azaleas are shallow-rooted 
they should always be kept well 
mulched. Lay the mulch 12cm thick but 
don’t let it touch the stem of the plant 
as this can facilitate collar-rot. For best 
results, reapply mulch at least twice a 
year. Apply mulch to soil that is already 
damp so it can lock in existing moisture.

Feeding
Azaleas do not require excessive 
fertilising to produce their best. However, 
managed applications throughout the 
year should provide for dazzling displays 
of blooms.

• Apply a fertiliser and plant 
tonic at the time of planting, 
such as Searles Fish & Kelp Plus. 
This will help establish healthy 
roots and encourage growth.

• Apply Searles Flourish Azalea, 
Camellia and Gardenia 
Soluble Plant Food at the 
recommended rate from the 
middle of winter until flowering 
commences. 

• When flowering has finished, 
gently mix in Searles Kickalong 
Fruit & Flower around the base 
of each plant, being careful 
not to disturb the roots. Repeat 
this treatment at the beginning 
of every autumn.

Pests and diseases
Autumn-flowering azaleas can 
be affected by petal blight, 
especially in unusually wet, warm 
weather. This can be treated with an 
application of Searles Mancozeb Plus.

Pruning azaleas
An occasional pruning will keep azaleas 
compact. Remove any unruly branches 
with a set of sharp secateurs. Remove 
spent blooms while the bush is in flower 

to keep it looking neat and to 
encourage more flowering.

Autumn azalea care

Watering
Azaleas have a reputation for being 
‘thirsty’ plants which is quite unfair. They 
are actually very efficient water users. 
Below are some tips to keep your azaleas’ 
water consumption low:

• Give them a good loamy and fertile soil;

• Water them effectively when young, 
never allowing the soil to dry out (poke 
your finger into the soil to test for dryness 
before watering).

• Apply water directly to the root zone, 
never watering the foliage;

• Give mature specimens an occasional, 
deep soaking during very dry periods, 
rather than frequent, light waterings.

• Mulch thoroughly and regularly.

Most of us associate azaleas and their floriferous displays with the 
arrival of spring. Many modern cultivars however, can put on as good 
a show in autumn and are hardier than their predecessors. Whether 
you are planting a new specimen or attending to your existing brood, 
we have some great ideas for your azaleas this autumn... c
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Planting
new azaleas
Position
Azaleas perform best when given light 
shade all day or direct sun for no more 
than 6 hours a day, preferably in the 
morning. Planting them on the eastern 
side of a building can be ideal.

Soil requirements
Good drainage is essential. Because 
azaleas are shallow-rooted they can be 
planted in raised beds as little as 30cm 
above the original ground level. This can 
also solve any problems associated with 
poor, heavy clay or gravelly soils.

Preparing the soil
Whether you are building up garden 
beds or digging into existing soil, Searles 
Azalea & Camellia Planting Mix is an 
excellent planting medium as it contains 
plenty of compost and peat moss which 
improves the structure of the soil and 
can lower (acidify) the soil pH naturally.

Azalea hedges
Some azaleas can be trained into 
compact hedges or topiaries with 
regular tip pruning through the 
growing season. Stop pruning as 
soon as buds start to form for an 
extravagant floral display (see 
picture). This look requires vigilance 
however and most azaleas are 
better suited to a less formal look. 

Planting
Wet the roots before removing the root ball from its original pot, handling it gently 
with your hands, rather than using a knife or other implement. Dig the hole at least 
twice as wide as the pot and be sure not to plant it too deep — the garden soil 
should be level with the soil from the pot.

Azaleas for 
autumn flowers

Potted azaleas
Azaleas can look and perform 
beautifully in pots and pot 
culture is a good option in 
areas where soils are known to 
be naturally alkaline. Azaleas 
grown in pots have the added 
advantage of mobility. They 
can be moved to positions with 
favourable 
sunlight or 
where they 
can be 
displayed 
to best 
advantage 
when 
friends 
come to 
visit.
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Azalea ‘Dogwood White’

Azalea x kurume ‘Hinodegiri’

Encore Azalea 
‘Autumn Royalty’

Azalea ‘Alphonse Anderson’

Encore Azalea ‘Autumn Cheer’

Encore Azalea 
‘Autumn Coral’

The most popular varieties of 
azalea for autumn flowering are 
‘Red Wings’ in cherry red, Kurume 
‘Kirin’ in pale, salmon pink and 
‘White Bouquet’ with white blooms.

Also try...



Elegant lady
Now is the time to grace your garden 
with an elegant lady. Whether she 
compliments your silver foliage or 
contrasts with existing greenery, her 
cool, metallic lustre brings a touch 
of this season’s chic. Perfect for a 
courtyard or enclosed, leafy exterior, 
the Elegant Lady range is a must-
have this cool season.

garden ornaments

(Elegant ladies pictured with plectranthus and buffalo grass.)
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A silver lining in every     garden...
Silver foliage plants can be wonderfully effective in our 
gardens, their soft sheen providing highlights in dark 
corners or softening down clashing colours. They can be 
the mediator of plants that brings an entire garden into 
graceful harmony. Here are some of my favourites... b
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The gazania (Gazania ringens) is one 
of the best weed suppressing and 
quick growing varieties of groundcover 
available. Its bright silver foliage stands 
only 15cm tall and shows off its best 
virtues if planted with strong, bold plants 
such as Doryanthes (native spear lily). 
A marvel in the heat, its canary yellow 
daisy flowers will bloom continuously 
from early spring through to the onset 
of winter. No special pruning is required 
except, perhaps, where it may spill over 
pathways. Gazanias enjoy a well drained 
position in full sun where they should be 
affected by few pests and diseases.
 

Another interesting plant is Silver Falls 
(Dichondra argentea). This delightful 
Texas native will amble over rock walls 
or pond edges where its kidney-shaped 
foliage acts as a very effective cover. 
Grown in large hanging baskets, it 
creates a lovely impression of a waterfall. 
It dislikes waterlogged soils so drainage 
is a must. It will grow happily in full sun to 
light shade. ‘Silver Falls’ is now available 
from Redlands Nursery (see page 8).

One of my favourite shrubs for a warm 
climate is the Licorice plant (Helichrysum 
petiolare). Although this South African 
native does not smell of licorice, it is 
one of the most useful of garden plants. 
Growing about 1m tall and spreading 
to 1.5m in light shade or full sun, it 
can be used as a thick groundcover 
under trees or on embankments. The 
round, felty foliage stands up well to 

heat and humidity. Great for difficult 
sites with strong wind, it also tolerates 
moderate salt spray in coastal gardens. 
A relatively fast growing species, it takes 
well to regular clipping. In late summer 
it becomes smothered in tiny heads of 
golden, wheat coloured blooms.
 

An eye-catching silver shrub is Australian 
native, Eremophila nivea. Indigenous to 
the desert region of Western Australia, 
it has been grafted onto the rootstock 
of a related species to make it more 
compatible with east coast conditions. 
In Winter, this plant produces masses 
of lavender, bell-shaped flowers which 
contrast with its needle-like, silver 
foliage. Well suited to slightly heavier 
soils, Eremophila nivea will grow to a 
maximum height of 1.4m and 1m wide. 
Aesthetically, it is suited to both native 
and cottage gardens. It also makes a 
good cut flower.
 

Another excellent silver shrub is Teucrium 
fruticans. This native to North America 
and the Mediterranean is a foundation 
plant for any water-smart garden. 
Growing to 1.5m tall, it is best kept tightly 
clipped at 1m to form a drought-proof 
hedge or low screen. It will flower on and 
off for most of the year with large, salvia-
like flowers in a delightful shade of dusty 
lavender. Untroubled by heat, drought 
or humidity, Teucrium fruticans is a long 
lived and textural plant, comfortably 
blending in with cottage, formal or 
tuscan style gardens.  

For those with a taste for 
contemporary-style gardens, you’ll 
love the strappy foliage of the White 
Tiger (Dietes Iridoides). This new 
cultivar has striking, silver-grey foliage 
with cream-coloured variegation. 
This dramatic plant can be planted 
along a path or driveway or into 
large pots as a feature. It flowers 
predominantly in spring, usually spot-
flowering throughout the year. This one 
is definitely worth ‘hunting out’ for that 
special sparkle in the garden.
 

The last one on my list is the much 
loved olive tree. A great new cultivar 
is St Helena, named after St Helena 
Island in Moreton Bay where it’s grown 
for over 100 years. The original grove 
was planted by the warden of the 
prison on the island and so successful 
were the grove’s early crops that 
some of the fruit was shipped back 
to Italy. Now we can all own a piece 
of this heritage listed grove! Olive 
trees love the heat and will grow 
to an average height of about 6m. 
They prefer a well drained soil with 
plenty of sun. Although you’ll have 
to wait about 5 to 7 years for a 
good crop of fruit, olives are more 
often grown in home gardens for 
their beautiful greyish foliage and 
hardy, long-lived habit. An olive 
makes the perfect feature or shade tree.
 

All of these plants are highly drought tolerant 
once established and are certain to become 
a talking point with visitors. I think all gardens 
deserve their very own silver lining... don’t you?

Eremophila nivea

A gazania groundcover 

with native spear lily

Teucrium fruticans

Silver Falls contrasts 
beautifully against hot 

pink petunias.

St Helena olive

Licorice plant

Available from ATG — About the Garden outlets

White Tiger



Easy silver beet
Silver beet is one of the most easy-to-grow vegetables 
throughout the cooler seasons. It is also packed with 
vitamins and minerals and can be used in a wide range 
of recipes. Here’s how to grow your own tasty silver beet.

Mini quiches are great 
as picnic snacks!

Silver beet &
feta mini quiches
•	 3	sheets	puff	pastry	(24cm	squ.)
•	 3	silver	beet	stalks	(white	stems
	 removed)	chopped	finely
•	 1	onion,	finely	diced
•	 180g	feta,	crumbled
•	 handful	of	pine	nuts
•	 8	eggs
•	 Salt	&	pepper	to	season

Grease a 12 cup muffin tray. Cut 
pastry into square quarters and 
line cups with pastry. Lightly wilt 
silver beet in boiling water for 
30 seconds, drain and pat dry. 
Place silver beet in a mixing bowl 
together with feta, onion and pine 
nuts. In a second bowl, whisk eggs 
and add mixture into first bowl. Mix 
and season with salt and pepper. 
Spoon mixture equally between 
muffin cups. Bake at 180˚C for 
15–20 minutes. Serve hot or cold.

recommended rate) a couple of weeks 
after manuring. Sow seeds or plant 
seedlings directly into their final position, 
spacing according to the label on the 
packet or punnet. Keep soil moist at all 
times but avoid watering plants in the late 
afternoon or evening in cool weather to 
minimise fungal infections.
How to maintain
Silver beet should be grown quickly to 
prevent the foliage from becoming old 
and tough and tasting bitter, so it needs 
a steady supply of food and water to 
enable rapid development. A fortnightly 
application of a soluble fertiliser such as 
Searles Fish & Kelp Plus will facilitate good 
growth. If growing silver beet in the warmer 
months, mulch around each plant. 

Pests and diseases
Few pests attack silver beet, although 
occasionally caterpillars may be a 
problem on plants grown in the warmer 
months. Remove these by hand or spray 
with pyrethrum. The main disease of silver 
beet is rust, a fungal infection which 
appears as brown spots on the older 
leaves. These leaves should not be eaten 
or composted but cut off and disposed 
of hygienically. Rust infection becomes 
worse in humid weather. To minimise its 
spread, cultivate plants with plenty of 
space around them, water in the morning 
and apply Searles Liquid Seaweed 
Fertiliser once a fortnight. Even if your 
plants are showing signs of disease, the 
young, unaffected leaves in the centre of 
the plant are still edible, and plants that 
are harvested regularly will continue to 
produce healthy new foliage. 

How to buy
The most common variety is ‘Fordhook 
Giant’ with large crinkly leaves and thick, 
white stems. More colourful and just 
as delicious is ‘Rainbow Chard’ whose 
leaves are a similar colour and texture 
but whose stems are crimson, yellow and 
orange. Plants can be established from 
late summer, throughout autumn, winter 
and spring, but be careful to avoid frosts 
and extremes of cold and heat.

Where to plant
Silver beet needs a sunny position. Allow 
enough space around each plant for 
air to circulate freely. This can minimise 
fungal disease. Silver beet grown in 
summer can tolerate semi-shade. Good 
drainage is essential, so soil which is heavy 
or compacted should be worked over 
well and improved with additives before 
planting. 

How to plant
Silver beet likes a soil rich enough to 
support its lush foliage. Sandy soil should 
be bulked up so it can retain the optimal 
amount of water and nutrients by digging 
in sufficient compost and manure. 
Loosen heavy clay soils and break up 
the clods. To further enrich the soil, dig 
in some Searles Kickalong Vegetable 
& Herb organic plant food and water 
in well. Silver beet prefers a neutral soil 
pH of around 6.0 so add lime to acid 
soils (according to the manufacturer’s 

b
y 

A
la

na
Se

a
rle

Dichondra is a 
foliage perennial 
plant that makes a 
stunning hanging 
basket or ground 
cover. ‘Silver Falls’ 
has rounded, 2-3cm 
wide silver foliage 
with a 1-1.2m long 
cascading habit. 
‘Emerald Falls’ has 

showy emerald foliage and a similar 
habit. They both grow in sun or part 
shade and are drought and heat 
tolerant. A Dichondra hanging basket 
with a metre-long trail is a sight to see.

We are excited to introduce two new smaller 
growing varieties of Metrosideros. These two 
selections have been chosen for foliage 
and flower quality, bushy habit and suitability 
to the harsh Aussie climate. Metrosideros is 
an excellent shrub for exposed positions, 
particularly on the coast. They prefer a well 
drained soil in a sunny position and once 
established require little or no extra watering.

‘Crimson Glory’    has crimson red flowers 
throughout the year with the main flowering 
in late spring into summer. If left unpruned 
‘Crimson Glory’    will grow to 3m high 
and 2m wide making it an ideal garden 
specimen, screen or plant as a wind break. 
A mature plant in flower is a sight to see. 
‘Crimson Glory’    is easy to prune if a smaller 
plant is desired which makes it suitable for 
growing in a patio pot or small garden bed 
and you still get the benefit of flowering on 
the current year’s growth. 

‘Red Baby’    has smaller, glossy leaves and is 
more compact. Unpruned, ‘Red Baby’    will 
grow to 2m high and 1.5m wide. Due to its 
compact nature, little pruning is required 
and it is very easy to shape as a hedge or 
topiary.

This new speckled Aspidistra still holds 
true to its common name ‘the cast 
iron plant’. It can withstand severe 
neglect whether in pots or gardens. 
It grows well in shady positions and 
can be used as a foliage ground 
cover under trees and large shrubs. 
‘Shooting Stars’ also makes an ideal 
indoor pot plant for a shady position 
and will tolerate being forgotten 
about for weeks and still look great.

A water wise native groundcover ideal 
for border edges, baskets and rockeries. 
Performs best in well-drained soil and a 
full sun position. Flowers for most of the 
year in south-east Queensland. An easy 
care plant that copes with a wide range 
of climatic conditions and soil types. 

An easy to grow perennial 
ideal for the garden, pots or 
large basket. Requires very 
little care or water once 
established. A quick prune 
back after flowering will 
encourage more flowers to 
develop. Masses of dainty pink 
flowers are held over purple 
tinged foliage creating a 
colourful mat for many months.

Metrosideros
Firebirds

DichondraFirebirds ‘Baby Red’

‘Crimson Glory’

Chrysocephalum 
‘Desert	Flame’

Aspidistra
‘Shooting	Stars’

Gaura
‘Lillipop	Pink’

NEW
NEW

NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW

‘Emerald Falls’

‘Silver Falls’

‘Desert Flame’

‘Lillipop Pink’

‘Shooting Stars’

Firebirds

Redlands Nursery plants are available from all good garden centres.8 9

Grow in pots
The compact 
varieties of silver beet 
can be 
grown in 
pots using 
Searles 
Herb & 
Vegetable 
Potting Mix.



Mandevilla ‘Crimson Fantasy’Mandevilla ‘Crimson Fantasy’

With over 50 varieties to choose from, there is a Colourwave® plant
that is just right for putting flowers back into your garden. People who
need reliable, tough plants can also count on Colourwave plants. For
over 10 years, Colourwave has put millions of flowers in homes and

public spaces all over Australia. From Cairns to Hobart
there are Colourwave plants just right for your place.

Colourwave®

beautiful flowering plants
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Many gardeners are surprised to learn that old-fashioned cottage 
gardens can flourish in Queensland’s sub-tropical climate. 
Newcomers from cooler, southern states rejoice to find that many 
of their favourite plants do just as well here, sometimes even better.
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Cottage gardens

biden ‘Goldmount’

hollyhock

michaelmas daisy

10 11

Autumn in a cottage garden is a time 
for refurbishing, planting and sowing 
for winter and spring flowers. Some of 
the pretty flowers in bloom now are 
blue and pink Chinese forget-me-not, 
(cynoglossum) which are much hardier 
than their English counterpart, and 
cosmos. Gomphrena (including a lovely 
red form, ‘Strawberry Fields’) and tall 
Celosia spicata with their thin, silvery-
pink cones are excellent for picking and 
drying. Old-fashioned gaillardia in their 
bright, cheerful colours are incredibly 
generous and can be cut back time and 
again to extend their season.
 

Michaelmas daisy with their abundance 
of flowers in pretty pastel shades are 
flowering now and later in the season may 
be easily divided to produce extra plants. 
Campanula with their elegant tapering 
spires of ‘blue bell’ flowers are at their 
best as are the soft, orchid-pink flower 
spikes of Chinese foxglove (rehmannia) 
which emerge from attractive rosettes 
of leaves and spread gently around the 
autumn cottage garden. Cutting back 
dead flower spikes and giving a little feed 
of Searles Flourish will encourage many 
blooms.
 

The French form of lavender (Lavendula 
dentate) is the best type for warm, 
humid climates. Lavender must have 
well-drained soil with good air circulation 
around the leaves. It should never be cut 
back too hard or the plant may die.
 

My favourite at this time of 
year is the Mexican marigold 
bush (Tagetes lemmonii), 
a shrubby plant with 
delightfully scented foliage. 
It has a constant display of 
rich, golden-yellow flowers 
over many months.

Bringing more gold to the autumn 
garden are the massed, feathery spires 
of old-fashioned goldenrods.

Good, hardy ground covers in flower 
now are baby sunrose (aptenia), 
perennial portulaca in a huge variety of 
colours, soft blue clouds of catmint and 
spangly clumps of Biden ‘Goldmount’.  

Flowers that bloom on long spires are 
one of the charms of a cottage garden 
and autumn is the time to sow seeds 
of hollyhock ‘Summer Carnival’ and 
foxglove ‘Little Foxy’ which will delight 
children and adults alike when they 
start blooming in mid-Winter, continuing 
right through Spring. Why not try some 
this year? They are very easy to grow 
using Searles Seed Raising Mix in a seed 
tray or a polystyrene vegetable box. 
After sowing, spray the seed well with 

water in which some Epsom salts has 
been dissolved (1/4 teaspoon to 1 litre 
water), then cover with vermiculite 
and spray again with the mixture. You 
should get excellent results. 

gaillardia

goldenrod

cosmos

‘In A Brisbane Cottage Garden’ 
is a wonderful handbook for 
anyone wanting to grow some 
of the more traditional cottage 
garden plants. Priced at $13.00 
including GST, 
postage and 
handling, it would 
make a wonderful 
gift. To purchase, 
contact Denise 
Horchner on
(07) 3261 5380.

This low-maintenance 
cottage garden has hardy 
perennials like lavender, 
pelargonium and salvia.



Mini Vegetables
It’s easy to keep healthy when you’ve 
always got fresh vegetables at your 
fingertips! Oasis mini vegetables are great 
for growing in small gardens, including 
pots and tubs. Look for Beetroot ‘Mini Baby 
Beets’, Spinach ‘Mini Baby Leaf’, Cabbage 
‘Mini Cannonball’ and Cauliflower ‘Mini 
White’. For best results with your mini 
vegetables plant in a full sun position that 
has been enriched with plenty of compost 
or a general garden fertiliser prior to 
planting. 

Viola Harmony Series
Viola Harmony in Pink produces masses of 
pretty flowers for many months at a time. This 
lovely little viola is a robust performer that’s 
quick to recover after rain and watering. Like 
all the varieties in the Viola Harmony series, 
this lovely plant has an attractive, compact 
habit. Other varieties include Viola ‘Harmony 
In Blue’, ‘Harmony in Yellow’ and ‘Harmony in 
Lavender’.

Madeira Daisy
Madeira Daisies are hardy reliable 
performers that are absolutely perfect for 
gardeners looking for a fast-growing and 
low-fuss plant. Madeira Daisies are ideal for 
garden borders and beds, and even along 
the driveway! Madeira Daisies produce 
absolutely masses of flower and are 
available in Code D Oasis punnets. There 
are now seven great Madeiras available 
including the newly released ‘Single Violet’ 
and ‘Double Blush Pink’ varieties.

ALL ZONES
ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

Sydney MelbourneSouth-east Qld 
& Northern NSW

Flowers
Sow ageratum, alyssum, candytuft, 
carnation, cineraria, coreopsis, 
cornflower, cyclamen, delphinium, 
dianthus, everlasting daisy, Iceland 
poppy, impatiens, marigold 
(English), pansy, snapdragon, sweet 
pea and viola.

Herbs
Plant chervil, chicory, coriander, 
fennel, garlic bulbs, lavender, 
marjoram, oregano, parsley, rocket, 
sage, sorrel, rosemary, thyme, winter 
tarragon and yarrow.

Fruit & Vegetables
Plant broad bean, broccoli, lettuce, 
onion, pea, radish, shallot, spinach, 
spring onion and turnip.

More advice...
Camellia season is upon us again. 
If there were particular varieties 
you were after last season and 
couldn’t find them, ask your local 
nurseryman now. If petal blight is 
present on your azaleas, remove 
affected blooms and spray with 
Searles Mancozeb Plus. Later in the 
season, prepare garden beds for 
roses by adding plenty of organic 
matter like Searles 5IN1 Plus.

Subtropical — Coastal

Cold & Southern 
Tableland areas

Temperate areas

Flowers
Plant alyssum, antirrhinum, 
aquilegia, begonia, calendula, 
carnation, cineraria, cornflower, 
delphinium, dianthus, erigeron, 
foxglove, geranium, hollyhock, 
larkspur, lobelia, nasturtium, 
nemesia, pansy, polyanthus, poppy, 
primula, ranunculus, snapdragon, 
stock, sweet pea, viola.

Herbs
Plant chives, dill, marjoram, mint, 
oregano, parsley, sage and thyme.

Fruit and vegetables
Plant beetroot, broad bean, 
broccoli, Brussels sprout, cabbage, 
cauliflower, celery, endive, leek, 
lettuce, onions, pea, snow pea, 
silver beet and spinach.

More advice...
Plant spring flowering-bulbs. Prune 
perennials that have finished 
flowering. Treat moss and algae 
on bricks and concrete by dusting 
with lime or applying a moss 
killer. Harvest remaining chilli or 
capsicum fruit before the onset 
of frost. Buy maples which are in 
autumn colour, now.

Flowers
Sow ageratum, aster, balsam, 
carnation, celosia, chrysanthemum, 
cockscomb, coleus, cosmos, dahlia, 
dianthus, everlasting daisy, gaillardia, 
gazania, geranium, gerbera, 
impatiens, kangaroo paw, African 
marigold, French marigold, nasturtium, 
petunia, portulaca, rudbeckia, salvia, 
snapdragon, sunflower, torenia, 
verbena, wallflower and zinnia.

Herbs
Plant basil, coriander, garlic, garlic 
chives, marjoram, oregano, parsley, 
thyme and winter tarragon.

Fruit & Vegetables
Sow beans, beetroot, broccoli, 
cabbage, capsicum, carrot, 
cauliflower, Chinese cabbage, celery, 
cucumber, eggplant, lettuce, melons, 
mustard, okra, onion, parsnip, potato, 
pumpkin, radish, rosella, silver beet, 
squash, sweet corn, sweet potato, 
tomato and zucchini.

More advice...
Prepare garden beds around Easter 
for planting flowers and vegetables. 
Fertilise regularly and mulch well.

North Queensland
Tropical — Wet & Dry Tropics

Flowers
Plant alyssum, calendula, 
candytuft, carnation, cineraria, 
cornflower, cosmos, daisy, foxglove, 
lobelia, nasturtium, nemesia, 
pansy, poppy, primula, schizanthus, 
snapdragon, sweet pea and viola.

Herbs
Plant coriander, garlic bulbs, 
marjoram, oregano, parsley, thyme 
and winter tarragon.

Fruit & Vegetables
Plant broad beans, English spinach, 
green bean and pea. 

More advice...
Remove spent summer annuals. 
Prolong flowering on remaining 
annuals by dead-heading and 
applying Searles Flourish Soluble 
Plant Food every fortnight. 
Broccoli should be ready to start 
harvesting. Grow English spinach 
fast with regular watering and a 
fortnightly application of Searles 
Fish & Kelp Plus. Mulch to suppress 
cool climate weeds which will be 
starting to emerge now.

DIARY MAP

Autumn 2008
Regional Garden Diary

Tropical

Sub tropical

Temperate

Cool

Arid

Inland areas
Arid or outback areas

Flowers
Sow chrysanthemum, cockscomb, 
cosmos, dahlia, everlasting daisy, 
gazania, geranium, gerbera, 
impatiens, kangaroo paw, 
marigold, nasturtium, petunia, 
portulaca, rudbeckia, salvia, 
snapdragon, sunflower, torenia, 
verbena, wallflower and zinnia.

Herbs
Plant chervil, chives, chicory, 
coriander, dill, fennel, garlic bulbs, 
lavender, marjoram, mint, oregano, 
parsley, sage, sorrel, rosemary, 
thyme, winter tarragon and yarrow.

Fruit and vegetables
Plant broad bean, broccoli, Brussels 
sprout, cauliflower, lettuce, onion, 
pea, radish, shallot, spinach, spring 
onion, tomato and turnip.

More advice...
Fertilise all gardens and lawns with 
an organic fertiliser such as Searles 
5IN1 Plus. Apply mulch and Searles 
Penetraide Re-Wetting Granules.
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Cutie Cat Pansies
Enchanting Cutie Cat pansies have 
wonderfully large flowers with distinctive 
whisker markings. They make a superb 
massed display in garden beds. 
Alternatively, feature their flowers in 
pots or window boxes. Plant Cutie Cat 
Pansies in a full sun to part shade position 
and protect from intense heat. Cutie 
Cat Pansies are available in a range 
of gorgeous colour mixes including 
‘Felix’, ‘Oscar’, ‘Sapphire’ and ‘Rosie’.

ALL ZONES

Madeira Daisies 
'Single Violet'

Pansy Cutie Cat 'Oscar'

Cauliflower Mini White
Viola Harmony in Pink

Pot Vegies Pak Choi 'Mix’
Pak Choi ‘Mix’ is the latest addition to the 
Oasis Pot Vegies range of outstanding 
vegetables suitable for growing in small 
gardens and even in patio, courtyard and 
balcony containers. Pak Choi ‘Mix’ is a 
selection of green-stemmed and white-
stemmed varieties. These vigorous, oriental 
vegetables are easy to grow in pots and 
have tasty leaves and stems that are ideal 
for soups, stir-fries, salads, and for pickling. 
Pick tender outside leaves as needed 
or harvest the entire plant. Separate 
seedlings before planting into a well-
drained 30cm pot. 

ALL ZONESPak Choi 'Mix'



cattleyas
dividing

Get grounds covered
Goodenia ovata is a great 
Australian native ground cover. It 
tolerates a wide range of soil types 
and is a particularly good survivor 
in dry conditions. Its large, golden 
yellow flowers are borne over many 
months of the year. Growing 10cmH 
and 1–2m wide, it’s excellent for 
suppressing weeds and is frost 
tolerant. Give it full sun. 

The goss on terracotta pots
Terracotta pots are porous which means 
moisture can evaporate through their 
walls, unlike with plastic pots. However, 
terracotta can serve as a better insulator 
against the heat of the sun and will help 
keep plant roots cooler. Get the best of 
both worlds by planting into plastic pots 
and sitting these inside terracotta ones. 
Remember to mulch well, too!

Fragrant hedges
Rosemary has low water needs and 
in most parts of Australia will perform 
as beautifully in the winter as it does 
in the summer. Its hardy nature and 
evergreen, bushy habit also make it an 
excellent, medium height hedge. You’ll 
certainly never be without a garnish for 
those lamb chops ever again!

A new cane can 
be recognised as a 
swelling at the base 
of the previous cane 
(see picture). When 
repotting, point this 
new cane so the 
plant will grow back 
towards the middle 
of the pot to best 
utilise space. Step 3.

Step 4.

Like most orchids, 
cattleyas prefer 
to be pot bound 
rather than 
overpotted. This 
is because they  
don’t like their 
roots too wet. 
Only repot when 
the plant looks 
like it is about 
to fall over (see 
picture).

cut here

Step 2.

As they grow, 
cattleya canes 
(pseudobulbs) 
shoot up from a 
rhizome. Divide 
them into sets of 
about 4 canes 
per division, 
cutting with a 
knife or with 
secateurs.

Repot into Searles 
Dendrobium Orchid 
Mix, a specially 
designed mix for 
cattleya orchids for 
best results.

Salute to salvias
Salvias are easy to grow, often flowering year-
round. They require little water and can grow 
in the poorest of soils. They range in size from 
small perennials to the size of shrubs and 
flower form and colour are just as diverse. 
They also make great cut flowers. Give them 
good drainage and plenty of sun. 

Sweet pea prepping
Around mid-March is the time to 
plant sweet peas. Erect a trellis 
before planting so the peas have 
something to climb onto. Prepare 
garden beds a week before 
planting with plenty of organic 
manure and Searles 5IN1 Plus, 
otherwise plant straight into a pot 
of Searles Peat 80 Plus. Give plants 
plenty of sun and harvest blooms 
continually to prolong their life.

The beautiful cattleya orchid 
loves a position with good, filtered 
sunlight or semi shade, such as in 
the bough of a tree. It will grow in 
all parts of Australia and is easy to 
propagate by division.

Step 1.

Use Searles Spredmax in 
conjunction with any weed sprays. 
Spredmax enhances the 
spray’s effectiveness by 
helping it adhere to the 
foliage of the weed. This 
will reduce the amount 
of chemical needed as 
well as much of the need 
for repeat spraying.

Bulb planting
In warmer areas, wait until mid to 
late April to plant spring-flowering 
bulbs. They may flower before 
winter if planted too early!

Autumn handy hints & tips

Grab a grevillea
Do the wild birds in your area a favour 
by planting grevilleas. These nectar-
producing beauties are quick to grow 
and can flower almost year-round. 
They’re also low maintenance and 
need little water. Be sure to choose a 
variety suited to your climate. Shrubs 
that grow into dense thickets planted 
nearby will encourage small birds.

Grevillea ‘Robyn Gordan’ 
grows to 1m high.

This imposing-looking fellow is a 
cotton harlequin bug which feeds 
on the sap of hibiscus and cotton 
plants. Pictured is a male (the 
female has more orange in her 
colouring). Because he is not likely 
to seriously damage your plants, 
this bug will rarely pose a threat to 

home gardens.

Autumn beauties
The lovely autumn-flowering sasanqua 
camellia has a delicate, feminine beauty 
and grows very well in pots. Use pots 
at least 30cm wide and fill them with 
Searles Azalea, Camellia & Gardenia 
Mix. Sasanquas are usually sun hardy.

Autumn is a wonderful time in the garden. The air is cool and fresh and plants 
are making a comeback after the onslaught of summer heat. In southern 
zones, deciduous trees set the scene ablaze with fiery reds and oranges, crops 
are ready for harvest and everywhere it is time for planting; colourful annuals, 
herbs, vegies, trees and shrubs. Here are some ideas to get you started.

A treat for native plants
Searles Native Plant Mix 
is specially designed for 
Australian natives and other 
phosphorus-sensitive plants. 
Add it to garden soil or use it 
straight as a potting mix.

Tropical

Sub tropical

Temperate

Cool

Arid

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

Native Plant Mix benefits 
natives like ‘La Petite’.

ALL ZONES

Use Searles Recharge to 
revitalise your pot plants 
after a long summer. It gives 
plants a sustained release 
of nutrients and also helps 
re-hydrate dry soil. Simply 
sprinkle it onto the soil 
surface and water it in.

Seaside wonder
Radiance (Ozothamnus 
diosmifolius) is a hardy Aussie 
native that has it all. It flowers 
prolifically, attracts butterflies, 
grows quickly, resists frost, is great 
for dry and coastal conditions and 
has a neat, self-cleaning habit 
(1mW x 2mH). Great in pots or as 
a low hedge, crush its leaves for a 
delicious curry aroma. Also makes 
great, long-lasting cut flowers.
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Camellia sasanqua ‘Gwen Pike’
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What bug is that?

new cane



Worm castings are a wonderful, 
natural fertiliser and soil conditioner.

Summer advert FINAL.eps   28/9/07   3:57:52 PM

Worm farming

Worm farm
Do’s and don’ts 

Do place your farm in a cool, dry 
area, away from direct sunlight.

Do include small quantities of 
organic garden material such as 
grass clippings, leaves or manure. 
Variety is the key!

Do regulate feeding to keep 
just ahead of the worms’ rate of 
consumption.

Do add a sprinkling of lime, 
dolomite or wood ash every few 
weeks to reduce acidity. If the 
worm castings are attracting ants, 
this is usually a sign that the farm is 
too acidic.

Do keep the worm farm moist, but 
not wet or soggy. Normally if you 
use your worm farm mainly for fruit 
and vegetable scraps, there will 
be no need to add extra water 
because such foods already have 
around 80% water content.

Don’t overfeed worms as food 
scraps left too long may become 
rancid.

Don’t put meat in your worm farm.

Don’t empty out excess worms 
into the garden as they will quickly 
starve if left to fend for themselves 
in ordinary garden soil. Instead, why 
not persuade a friend to start their 
own worm farm?

Fencing
Your paddock should have natural 
shelter or a properly constructed, man-
made shelter, good drainage and a 
good covering of healthy grass. The 
paddock should be free of rubbish, 
especially wire and iron. Fencing must 
be sturdy so the horse can’t escape 
or become ensnared on loose fencing 
materials. I recommend a fencing 
contractor familiar with horse fencing to 
ensure a serviceable, horse-safe fence.

Water supply
Horses drink up to 45 litres of water per 
day so they need a permanent supply 
of fresh drinking water. If your paddock 
doesn’t have a horse-friendly dam, a 
water trough with a float (so the trough 
automatically refills as the horse drinks) 
is the best option. A reputable produce 
store should be able to advise you on 
the best trough and float.
 

Nutrition & pasture management
If your pasture has plenty of good quality 
grass and your horse is only in light work 
he shouldn’t need supplementary 
feeding. However, if the quality of grass 
declines you will need to provide good 
quality lucerne and/or grass hay to help 
maintain your horse’s condition.

Plants poisonous to horses
Many plants are poisonous to horses 
including avocado, nightshade, foxglove, 
oleander and lily of the valley to name 
a few. Horses generally won’t eat 
poisonous plants, but may do so if there 
is limited pasture and some plants are 
more deadly at different times of the 
year. For more information, refer to the 
book, ‘Plants Poisonous to Horses — An 
Australian Field Guide’ by Mellisa Offord.

 

Follow these steps and you will have 
equine accommodation that any horse 
would be proud to call home!
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Horse heaven!
So you’ve got a spare couple of acres and fancy the 
idea of a horse of your very own? Think carefully. Horse 
ownership is not to be taken lightly — they need proper 
care and can be high maintenance, costly animals. Your 
horse needs at least 2 acres of pasture and provision of 
a safe and comfortable paddock is a high priority. b
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Seasonal tasks for keeping 
good quality pasture:

AUTUMN top soiling, fertilising, 
harrowing and re-seeding.

WINTER weed killing.

SPRING fertilising.

SUMMER weed killing and top 
soiling if required.

If possible, practice paddock 
rotation to give your pasture a rest.

The worms used in worm farms (usually, 
Red Tiger Worms) are different from the 
types you find in ordinary garden soil. 
They feed far more ravenously! You will 
need about 1000 (250g) of worms to start 
your farm. Custom made worm farms are 
available from garden centres, which 
come with detailed instructions and are 
recommended for beginners. Otherwise 
you can purchase worms from a local 
commercial worm farmer or some local 
councils.

 

Once you have set up the worm farm at 
home, allow the worms a few days to settle 
in. Then start feeding them with your usual 
kitchen scraps and other organic material 
including egg shells, tea bags, shredded 
paper, fruit and vegetable peelings, grass 
clippings or manures. Regulate feeding to 
keep just ahead of the worms’ rate of food 
consumption. In about five months your 
worm farm will be well established and will 
produce a good quantity of worm cast-
ings (a nutritious fertiliser) for use on your 
garden. An excellent liquid fertiliser can be 
made from the castings by adding water 
until the mixture looks like weak tea.

 

For more information on worm farms, visit 
your local library or google ‘Worm Farms’ 
on the internet.

Food scraps account for an average of 70% of household waste and 
worm farms are a natural and environmentally sound method of 
breaking this waste down to a very useful fertiliser and soil conditioner.

Red Tigers!

Horse-safe gates prevent injury.

‘Can-O-Worms’ 
is an easy-use 

composter.



NutriPaK is a 
balanced fertiliser in 
an easy-to-use, liquid 
product. Promotes 
vigorous growth and 
greening. Contains 
organic manure and 
seaweed extracts. 
Simply attaches to 
hose.

Delta-M: is a non 
staining residual 
insecticide, for the 
control of spiders, 
cockroaches, 
fleas, ants, 
silverfish, flies and 
mosquitoes.

Grub, Ant & 
Pest Controller: 
Controls 
ants, spiders, 
cockroaches, 
lawn beetle, 
lawn grub, and 
armyworm in the 
home garden.

Dimethoate 300: Is a systemic insecticide 
which provides effective control of a range 
of insect plants (including fruit fly, aphids, 
leaf miner and thrips) on fruit trees and 
other plants in and around the garden.

Most Superway products come 
packaged in easy to use ‘squeeze & 
measure’ chamber pack bottles. No 
more messy measuring cups or spoons 
and no more risk of getting chemicals 
on your hands. Just safely squeeze, 
measure, pour into a watering or spray 
pack, apply water and use!

1. Loosen the 
cap above 
the measuring 
chamber.

3. Remove lid from 
measuring chamber 
and pour contents 
into measuring can/
spray can.

4. Add required 
amount of water 
and apply as 
directed.

How to use Superway 
‘squeeze & measure’ 

chamber bottles

2. Gently squeeze 
the bottle to make 
the chemical flow 
into the measuring 
chamber.

Weedkiller: 
provides effective 
control of most 
broadleaf weeds 
and grasses. 1 litre 
of concentrate’ 
Makes up to 100 
Litres of ready-to-
use weedkiller.

Superway
P.O. Box 183, 

Beerwah Qld 4519
Ph: (07) 5439 0355

 Fax: (07) 5439 0366
www.superway.com.au

SUPERWAY GARDEN, Ag & Pest
PRODUCTS PTY.LTD.

(a quality assured company, proudly Australian owned and operated)

Available 250ml, 500ml 
& 1litre chamber pack. Available in concentrate or ready-to-use pack.

Available in 250ml, 500ml 
and 1 litre packs.

Available in 250ml to 20 
litres and 1 litre 'ready-
to-use' spraypack.

Available in 250ml, 500ml and 1 litre chamber pack.
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A common sense approach to termite control

Detects and 
intercepts

termite
activity.

Protect your home!
Termites are the most common and costly cause of 
damage to Australian homes. Infestations can go 
undetected for years. The White Ant Terminator allows you 
to detect and eradicate termites before they damage 
your home. Developed from CSIRO research, this system is 
easy to install, uses no chemical sprays, is environmentally 
friendly and kills termites at the source — the nest.

Buy direct or locate a stockist:

Post: PO Box 317, Nambour QLD 4560
Enquiries: 1300 30 29 38
Fax: (07) 5448 6714
Email: info@termitebaiting.com.au
Special: Mention this ad and receive FREE delivery

www.termitebaiting.com.au

Part of the Superway group of companies.

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Trade enquiries welcome.

HOME DELIVERY!

Name: .....................................................................................

Age:  25–35 36–45 46–55 55+

Address: ..................................................................................

City: .............................. State: .............. P/code: ..................

Phone: ...................................... Fax: ......................................

Email: .......................................................................................

Enclosed is a cheque for: 

                1 year ($18.00)       2 years ($30.00)

OR charge this to my: 

                Bank card   Visa Mastercard

Card no:

Card holder’s name:......................... Expiry date: ................

Signature: .................................................................................

Subscribe and have the About the Garden 
Magazine delivered to your door!

Phone: (07) 5497 2313   
Fax: (07) 5497 2287
Email: atg@aboutthegarden.com.au

www.aboutthegarden.com.au

Please send this form to:
About the Garden
P.O. Box 70 Kilcoy Qld 4515
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VIRGIN MULCH

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING NURSERIES, 
GARDEN CENTRES & HARDWARE STORES.

     Zinnias. The natural way.

186 Glenmount Rd 
Tanawha Q 4556

Ph: (07) 5476 6245
Fax (07) 5445 6364
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On behalf of my family, I wish 
to take this opportunity to 
salute a good friend in Roddy 
Abbott who passed away on 
23/8/2007.

Roddy was a lovable 
character who was respected 
by everyone who associated 
with him. He was a ‘livewire’; 
constantly on the go, and had 
a wonderful sense of humour. 
He was devoted to and loved 
his family. His other love was 
his hobby of restoring vintage 
sports cars, about which he 
could talk to you for hours in 
his later life.

Roddy Abbott was one of the 
persons instrumental in my 
family’s business, J.C. & A.T. 
Searle Pty Ltd (also known 
as Searles Garden Products) 
becoming what it is today. 
Roddy was our first customer 
in Brisbane back in the late 
70’s when he opened the 
original ‘Greenshop’ on 
Oriel Rd, Ascot. I remember 
well his first order of potting 
mixes, compost, pine bark 
and cow manure. My wife 
and I delivered the order in a 
holden ute and trailer. We had 
to pass each bag through 
a side window of the small 
shop he occupied, as the 
shop was completely full of 
potted plants and gardening 
items and it was impossible 
to get to the storeroom via 
the front entrance. Every 
week he would place an 
order. He then moved to the 
Greenshop’s present site on 
Sandgate Road, Clayfield.

It was while he was at Clayfield 
that he told me that Trevor 
Dickinson and Patrick McMahon 
were opening the ‘Garden 
Supermarket’ at Mt. Gravatt 
and he asked me to contact 
them and supply them with our 
products. From there was the 
start of what Searles Garden 
Products is today.

Roddy, together with Trevor 
and Patrick, would advertise 
every weekend in the Courier 
Mail and both garden centres 
flourished.

Roddy was an adventurist in 
promoting his business and 
was never backward in trying 
new approaches in marketing 
and promotion. I still have 
people talk to me about a 
particular TV ad he produced 
for a load of potting mix where 
he announced in an amusing, 
falsetto voice, ‘2 bags for $5.00!’. 
Many aspects of his unique 
approach to marketing are 
still used in the garden centre 
industry in Queensland today.

The friendship and loyalty 
Roddy displayed to his suppliers 
and staff is unique in today’s 
business world and will always 
be remembered by his business 
and personal friends.

He will be deeply missed in the 
garden centre industry. Our 
deepest sympathy is extended 
to his loved family.

Roddy, thank you, and may God 
bless you.

— Con Searle and family

Rodney Leonard (Roddy) Abbott
The Greenshop, Clayfield, Brisbane
9 July 1943 — 23 August 2007

Roddy (3rd from left) in a happy moment with his family

In remembrance
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There is nothing more delightful than snoozing under the 
canopy of a shady tree, soaking in the tranquil sound of 
windchimes as they tinker lazily in the breeze. Now you can 
create a windchime of your own with this easy craft project.

Materials (for one chime):
4 x assorted metal insects
1 x brass bell
10 (at least) various glass beads
1 x 1 metre beading wire
8 x beading crimps
8 x silver nuts
1 x hook hanger
1 x tube super glue
1 x pliers
(note: beading wire can be 
replaced with string or ribbon)

Super glue silver nuts to the top and 
bottom of each of the metal insects. 
Allow to dry.

Cut the beading wire into 
four (4) varying lengths.

To create a fixed loop, thread the 
beading wire through the crimping 
ring and loop the other end of the wire 
through as well. Then clamp it firmly 
with the pliers.

Now thread a few beads onto the 
beading wire. Once satisfied, thread 
the loose end of the beading wire 
through the nut on the underside of 
another metal insect. Crimp to hold in 
place.

Metal insects, brass bells and hooks available through About the Garden outlets.

At the bottom end of the metal insect 
chain, attach and fasten the brass bell 
(you may wish to decorate wire with 
more beads before securing the bell).

Form a loop at the top 
end of the metal insect 

chain, crimping firmly (for extra strength, 
use two crimps). Attach to the hook 
hanger.

Your beautiful garden chime is now 
complete and is ready to hang in 
the garden. For added effect, create 
several chimes using different sized 
brass bells for a harmony of tranquil 
sounds.

Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

Step 4.

Step 6.

Step 8.

Sounds of Tranquility

Repeat steps 3 & 4 until 
all the metal insects are 

joined, creating a ‘chain’ (leave loose 
beading wire at each end of the chain).

Step 5.

is proud to invite you to its
World of Gardens 2008

Our Tours are small group of 30 passengers, 
with a fully Inclusive sightseeing program & most meals. Licence number 3082342

APRIL  2008 –
Melbourne International Flower Show
Departing in March 2008 for three nights, this 
is Australia’s premium garden and �ower show.
This Tour features: Entry, Airport transfers, 3 nights 
accommodation inc breakfast & day tour to the 
Mornington Peninsula including lunch with entry to 
the famous Heronswood Estate.
Land costing only costing $655.00*

APRIL 2008 –
Cherry Blossoms in Japan
Japan is a land of contrasts, ancient traditions merge 
with modern technology. Join us as we explore grand
temples, tranquil gardens. This exciting tour includes: 
7 nights 4 star accommodation, return airfares, full 
sightseeing program & most meals.

Cost per person $6995.00*

MAY 2008 –
British Gardens & Chelsea Flower Show
This exciting 21 day tour o�ers a full touring 
programme to some of Britain’s most famous & 
historic gardens. Includes: Return airfares, quality 
4 star accommodation, breakfast & most meals, full 
sightseeing & entry to the Chelsea Flower Show

Cost per person $9995.00*

Direct: 07 3369 9937
www.seektravel.com.au

 * Per person twin share

Programme
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Step 7.



About lawn grubs
The lawn grub is a white, ‘C’-
shaped grub with a brown 
to black head. They are 
the larvae of various lawn 
beetles and are commonly 
referred to as ‘white curl 
grub’. White curl grubs live 
beneath the soil surface 
and feed on the roots of 
grass. These pests have been 
known to destroy entire 
lawn areas completely 
within a matter of weeks. 
Lawn armyworm is a brown 
and black caterpillar that 
attacks the leaves, stems and 
seedheads of grass in lawns. 
As their name implies, they 
generally appear in mass 
quantities and can quickly 
devour and destroy lawns.

How to detect lawn grub
Look for visual signs, such 
as circular patches in your 
lawn turning brown or yellow. 
Your lawn may feel soft and 
spongy to walk on and you 
may find grass lying loosely 
on top of your lawn. (In 
advanced cases, sections 
of lawn will be able to be 
lifted off the surface of the 
soil like a toupee, as there 
is no root system left.) For a 
final confirmation that lawn 
grub is present, place a wet 
hessian bag on your lawn 
overnight. This should bring 
any of these little culprits to 
the surface by morning.

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING NURSERIES, 
GARDEN CENTRES & HARDWARE STORES.

The lawn grub, also known as ‘white 
curl grub’ can cause devastation to 
lawns before you are even aware 
of its presence. Here are some easy 
ways to recognise and deal with it 
before it does too much damage.

Ashley’s Pest Watch

Lawn Grubs

b
y 

A
sh

le
y 

Se
a

rle

Further signs of lawn grubs
If you notice wasps or grey 
moths hovering over your lawn, 
these are a good indication 
that lawn grub or lawn army 
worm may be present. 

What time of year
Most lawn grub activity occurs 
in the warmer times of year 
from early spring, through 
summer and into autumn.

Treatment
Lawn grubs are easy to 
control. Sprinkle Searles®

 Lawn 
Grub Killer evenly over the 
ground where lawn grubs are 
present and water it in well. 
The granular shaker bottle 
means there are no messy 
concoctions or spraying. 
Use the hessian bag test 
(mentioned above) after a 
week to make sure all grubs 
are gone. Keep watching for 
evidence of lawn grubs as they 
can return 
throughout 
the warm 
season. It 
may be 
necessary to 
reapply the 
lawn grub 
killer every 
4–5 weeks. 
Apply lawn 
grub killer 
late in the 
evening for 
best results.

Protect herbs, vegetables, trees and shrubs from possums, 
kangaroos, wallabies, rabbits, hares, bandicoots, deer, 
foxes and other wildlife.

Protect vegetables, fruit trees, ornamentals, seedlings and 
buildings from cockatoos, crows, ducks, pigeons, rosellas, 
starlings, swallows, other birds & bats.

Protects homes, gardens, patios, shop fronts and paved 
areas from both dogs and cats or rats and mice.

               is unique. Reject products said to be "just as 
good", nothing is at all "like it". For further information send 
2x50c stamps to:

D-ter, Dept. A, PO Box 3, Oyster Bay, NSW 2225.
Enquiries: Phone: (02) 9589 0703. Fax: (02) 9589 0147

Protect one plant or a whole area — perimeter 
&/or band sprays.

Repels — without harming animals or humans.

Not considered a poison — no withholding period.

Easy to use — spray on. Effective when dry.

Safe, Proven and Effective.

Available in 100g, 1Kg & 4Kg Sizes.
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Use David Grays’ White Oil 
to control scale insects 
on fruit trees, shrubs and 
vines. David Grays’ Antex 
controls ants, cockroaches, 
fleas, spiders and silverfish.
See package instructions for 
more information.

Ants in yer pants?
Say goodbye to nasty critters 
with David Grays pest control.



Help your 
plants get 
settled in.

The organic goodness of 
Searles Fish & Kelp Plus helps 
safeguard plants against the 
trauma of transplanting, getting 
them off to a great new start.

Searles products and further copies of this magazine available from:


