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FENCING WITH A DIFFERENCE
- HEDGING
What makes a good hedging plant? The foliage of a good hedge needs to becomes more 
dense through multi branching. A good hedge plant  will maintain dense growth from the 
ground up and not be over-vigorous in its habit.

It is important to choose reliable plants that suit your climate and soil conditions. Plants that are 
not reliable will make poor hedges — there is nothing worse than having the odd plant die within 
a hedge. It spoils the look and is almost impossible to replace.

 

SPACING
The key to a successful hedge is in the spacing of the plants. The last thing you want is to 
space the plants too far apart and have gaps in the hedge when the plant reaches maturity. 
Determine the width of the each plant at maturity, then plant your plants one half to one third 
less than this distance apart.

MULCHING & FERTILISING
Because the plants are planted close together they require regular fertilising, watering and 
adequate preparation of the soil. Before planting prepare the soil with a good quality compost. 
After planting water thoroughly and mulch with a good quality mulch, such as Searles Mulch 
Plus. Water regularly during establishment stage of the plant.

 

PRUNING
Regular pruning on the sides and top of the plant from a young age is essential to maintain a 
dense hedge. Pruning frequency will depend on the growing habits of the plant.  
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A two tiered hedge adds depth and character to the appeal.
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Hedges can be formal, informal or somewhat in between. The following plants make excellent 
hedges:

Murraya paniculata — One of Australia’s 
most popular hedging plants. Usually 
hedged at a height of 90–180cm. 
Relatively quick growing with lovely flushes 
of lime green growth. If hedged informally, 
you may have the added advantage of 
perfumed white flowers during summer.

Gardenia florida — One for the perfume 
lovers with its white perfumed flowers in 
spring and summer. Makes an excellent 
informal hedge in tropical gardens. Normally 
hedged at a height of 60–120cm.

Acmena ‘Allyn Magic’ — Great hedging 
plant for hedges between 40cm–80cm 
high. Has a lovely coppery new growth, 
dense foliage and the added advantage 
of being psyllid free. Good for formal and 
informal hedges.

HEDGING PLANTS

LARGE - 2 metres +
Murraya paniculata
Viburnum Odoratissimum (Sweet Viburnum)
Camellias

MEDIUM - 1-2 metres
Buxus japonica (Japanese Box)
Lonicera Nitida (Box leaf 
Honeysuckle)
Buxus Sempervirens (English Box)
Azaleas
Gardenia florida

SMALL - 1 metre or less
Syzygium ‘Tiny Trev’
Acmena “Allyn Magic’


