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The most exciting time of the 

gardening year is upon us and there’s 

no better time to fi ll your garden with 

bright, bold colour! Garden centres 

are brimming with fl owering plants so 

plant, love and immerse yourself in the pure joy of 

spring gardening. God bless...

It is good for us to keep some account of our prayers, 
that we may not unsay them in our practice.
— Matthew Henry
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Pomegranate (Punica granatum)
These fruiting shrubs have been cultivated 
for thousands of years and are now 
having a resurgence in popularity, not 
least of all for their high levels of vitamin 
C and other antioxidants. Growing to 
around 4m, the pomegranate is a highly 
ornamental, deciduous shrub that bears 
the most eye catching, bright orange or 
vermilion fl owers throughout spring and 
summer. These are followed by the fruit 

which are also very attractive, having 
a yellow — or more commonly red — 
leathery skin. Inside the fruit are the most 
remarkable seeds which are encased 
in a deep, red fl esh. They almost look like 
rubies clustered together. These seeds 
and their fl esh are delicious and can be 
eaten in savoury or sweet dishes, fresh 
or cooked. Pomegranates are easy to 
grow, tolerating a wide range of soils 
and climatic zones. Full sun is essential 

for best results. They require little care 
but will produce better crops if watered 
well and fed an organic fertiliser in late 
winter. Pomegranates are relatively pest 
and disease free. If possums and parrots 
are a problem, net your pomegranates 
when in fruit. Popular varieties are 
Wonderful, Elcite, Rosavaya and Kazake.

Fig (Ficus carica)
With the average cost 
of its fruit being $24 
per kilo in our grocery 
aisle, this tree will have 
its initial cost paid off 
in no time. Originating 
from Western Asia, 
the fi g tree’s fruit can 
be eaten fresh, dried, stewed 
or preserved in savoury or 
sweet dishes. The fi g’s fl esh is 
sweet with a mealy or moist 
texture. Super tough, fi g trees 
will grow in most climate 
zones but prefer dry summers. 
(Hence their popularity in 
Mediterranean countries 
where they perform very 
well). Heavy summer rains can 
cause fruit to split. Protection 
from frosts in their fi rst one 
to three years is important 
and once established they 
can tolerate quite heavy 
frosts. As with most fruit trees, 
full sun and good drainage 
are important. They also like 
a fertile, compost-rich soil 
and a pH of 6.0–6.5. Pruning 
by a third each winter will 
ensure good crops, which 
are produced on the current 
season’s wood annually. Fruit 
fl y can be a problem with fi gs, 
so use exclusion bags and 
monitor populations with traps. 
Spray if needed. Leaf eating 
beetles can be controlled 
with a pyrethrum spray such 
as Searles Bug Beater. Varieties 
are: Brown Turkey, Black 
Genoa, White Adriatic and 
Preston’s Prolifi c. 

Persimmon
(Diosporus kaki)
The Persimmon’s botanical 
name, diosporus, actually 
means ‘fruit of the gods’ 
so how could I possibly 
not include it in my list of 
decadent fruits? Hailing from 
China, the persimmon is a 
slow-growing deciduous tree 
growing to around 4–8m, 
depending on the variety. 
Breathtakingly beautiful 
autumn foliage makes this not 
only a productive tree but 
an outstanding ornamental 
tree too. Persimmon trees will 
happily grow in temperate 
and subtropical regions. 
They prefer a well-drained, 
humus rich soil with a pH no 
lower than 6.5. At planting, 
prepare the soil with organic 

compost and dolomite and 
only use light applications of 
organic fertiliser throughout 
your persimmon’s life, as they 
detest heavy applications of 
fertilisers. Water well during 
establishment and prune 
lightly in winter when trees are 
dormant, especially if height 
and size is an issue.
Fruit fl y can be a problem, 
so use traps to monitor 
populations and spray when 
needed. Problems with birds 
and possums can be avoided 
by netting the trees when in 
fruit. Aphids and mealy bug 
may need to be controlled 
with Searles Bug Beater.
Persimmons come in two 
types, non-astringent and 
astringent. The difference is 
that the non-astringent types 
— which are the ones most 
readily found in the fruit shops 
— can be eaten when either 
crunchy or soft.
Non-astringent varieties are: 
Fuyu and Ichikikei Jiro (shorter 
growing/great for smaller 
gardens). Astringent varieties 
must be completely ripe and 
soft before being consumed. 
Varieties are: Nightingale and 
Dai Dai Maru. 

Custard Apple
(Annona squamosa x Annona 
cherimola)
Grown in mainly subtropical 
and tropical climatic zones 
and indigenous to South 
America, the custard apple is 
an attractive, semi-deciduous 
tree that grows to around 6m. 
Trees will look and perform 
their best if grown in fertile, 
well-drained soils and are 
given protection from strong 
winds. Protection from frost 
is also important when trees 
are young. One diffi culty in 
growing custard apples is in 
their pollination. If there is not 
enough humidity in the air, the 
pollen in the fl owers will dry 
out. Extremes in temperature 
can also hinder successful 

Fruit of the Gods

Figgy trivia:
What we refer to 
as a fig is not 
actually a fruit but 
the remains of an 
inverted flower.

Did you know?
Recent studies indicate 
that custard apples can 
retard health problems 
such as cardiovascular 
disease, cancer and 
diabetes.

by Claire Bickle

Pomegranate

Custard apple

Persimmon

Figs

Persimmon trees can 
live and still bear 
good crops when up
to 100 years old.
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pollination. Hand 
pollination may 
be necessary at 
fl owering time, 
depending on 
weather conditions. 
Custard apples have 
a green, knobbly 
exterior and sweet, 
creamy white fl esh 
with a soft, custard-
like texture. There 
are a few seeds 
which should not be 
eaten but having to 
remove these really is 
a small price to pay 
for the enjoyment of 
this delicious, low GI 
fruit.
Mealy bugs can 
be controlled with 
Searles Conguard if 
the infestation is bad. 
Fruit spotting bugs 
can be controlled 
with a pyrethrum 
spray such as Searles 
Bug Beater. Varieties 
are: Pink’s Mammoth, 
African  Pride and 
Hillary’s White (an 
improved form of 
Pink’s Mammoth).

The luxurious fl avours and textures of some fruits have had them labelled ‘fruit of the Gods’ since 
ancient times. Sadly, these days it is as likely to be the prohibitive cost of these fruit on our supermarket 
shelves that earns them this reputation. The good news is you can eat like a god yourself without the 
cost by planting some of these fruit trees in your own garden.

Go organic...

Persimmon fact:



Elina

Double Delight

Apricot Nectar

Mr. Lincoln

Iceberg

Old favourites...Rose care tips
• Combat fungal disease 
by alternately spraying 
roses with Searles 
Mancozeb Plus and Fish 
& Kelp Plus immediately 
after winter pruning 
or planting. Spray the 
ground as well as the 
plant. Start the spray 
program again when new 
foliage appears and 
continue throughout the 
flowering season.

• Keep roses well 
watered when you first 
plant them. Roses are 
drought tolerant, but 
only when established.

• Apply Searles Flourish 
every two weeks through 
the growing 
season. Water 
it into the 
garden bed to 
give roses a 
quick burst 
of nutrients.

• Give roses a light 
prune in February 
to increase autumn 
flowering.

Amber Sun

Betty Cuthbert

2009 RELEASE

Dame Elisabeth Murdoch
A truly great Hybrid Tea Rose of 
exceptional health and vigour, with 
fl owers of good form and quality. The 
fl owers are medium to large with a 
magnifi cent blending of colours, going 
through the spectrum of cream, golden 
yellow fl ushed with vermilion and various 
shades of pink. The shades of the fl ower 
vary depending on soil conditions 
and the state of the season. A highly 
recommended, lovely rose.

Amber Sun
A new colour to the ground cover 
range, this healthy plant produces 
semi-double coppery yellow blooms 
that fade to cream. With good disease 
resistance and an abundance of 
fl owers, it’s obvious why this variety has 
won international gold and silver awards. 
Slight fragrance. 50cm high x 1m wide.

Oldies-but-goodies
Iceberg
Introduced over 40 years ago, this is 
still one of the most popular roses. Pure 
white, double blooms are produced 
continuously all season. This is a healthy 
bush, ideal for massed display. It is also 
popular as a standard and as a climber. 

Mr. Lincoln (A.A.R.S. Award 1965)
This popular hybrid tea bears dark, 
velvety red blooms which cannot be 
surpassed for colour or fragrance. Well 
up to exhibition form, it is a strong and 
healthy grower. Available as a hybrid tea 
bush rose, a climbing rose and a 90cm 
stem standard.

Double Delight
This hybrid tea bush rose has large, 
double blooms of creamy white, heavily 
fl ushed and edged with carmine or red. 

Bushes are medium sized with good 
health and vigour and long, strong 
stems. This variety is renowned for its 
strong fragrance.

Elina
Very large, well formed blooms of lemon 
to light yellow, freely produced on a 
plant of exceptional health and plentiful 
growth. This hybrid tea is available as a 
bush rose and a 90cm stem standard.

Apricot Nectar
Buff apricot coloured blooms and 
strong, healthy growth make this rose 
a must for the rose garden. The colour 
is unique in fl oribundas. The fl owers are 
quite large, fully petalled and have 
a pleasant fragrance. Ideal for fl oral 
arranging. Available as a Floribunda 
bush rose or as a 90cm stem 
standard.

New varieties
Betty Cuthbert
Betty Cuthbert bears camellia-
like, soft apricot-coloured blooms 
on a healthy and hardy shrub. 
Approximately 1.2m tall x 60cm 
wide. Named in honour of Betty 
Cuthbert in recognition of her 
tireless work helping people living 
with Multiple Sclerosis and raising 
awareness for MS Australia. $1.00 
from the sale of each ‘Betty 
Cuthbert’ rose will be donated to 
MS Australia.

Jane McGrath
This attractive, quartered 
Old English style fl oribunda is 
Australian bred for Australian 
conditions. The lightly-scented 
blooms are produced in clusters 

on slightly arching canes and last 
well in the vase. Trials have proven 
its hardiness in drought conditions, 
and a total resistance to black 
spot.1m x 80cm. $1.00 from the 
sale of each Jane McGrath rose 
will be donated to the McGrath 
Foundation. 

Climbing Jasmina
Nostalgic, old world blooms of 
violet pink make an incredible 
display. Very healthy with a sweet 
fragrance. Approx 2.5m tall. 

Isn’t She Lovely
A true hybrid tea as it produces 
only single, full petalled blooms 
that are approximately 11.5cm in 
diameter. Around 80cm tall with an 
upright and bushy habit. Excellent 
disease resistance and a pleasant 
fragrance. 

What’s new inRoses
Roses are loved around the world for their exquisite beauty 
and fragrance. What’s more, they are easy to grow in the 
home garden. Whether you want the latest new variety or 
are hunting out a tried-and-true old favourite, now is a great 
time to enjoy the delights of home-grown roses.

Jane McGrath

Isn’t She Lovely Dame Elisabeth Murdoch6 7Betty Cuthbert

Photos and information with special 
thanks to Gary Matuschka — Treloar 

Roses www.treloarroses.com.au

Climbing Jasmina
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For further information visit Linda’s website www.ecobotanica.com.au for the workshops brochure.

• Learn to grow your own organic vegetable garden
• Learn to grow and cook with herbs

• Choose and maintain the best fruit varieties for your area
• Successful composting and worm farming techniques

• Gourmet cooking and gardening workshops

Growing your own food means you 
have more choice and fresh, healthy 
food on hand whenever you need it. 
At Linda’s workshops you will learn 
the skills you need to grow your 
own successful food-producing 
garden as well as avoid many of the 
pitfalls of gardening in a subtropical 

climate. With the right knowledge, 
you can produce your fi rst crop in 
as little as 6 weeks.
Linda’s workshops are fun and run 
at various locations including the 
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Roma 
Street and Brisbane’s southside.
Call Linda on 07 3349 2962.

A little knowledge and inspiration goes a long way in creating a 
successful and productive garden. If you want to grow your own 
food with minimal expense and fuss, expert help is now at hand. 
Queensland gardening identity and horticulturist Linda Brennan 
has a Garden Harvest Workshop designed especially for you.

Workshops: grow-your-own

Mandevilla ‘Crimson Fantasy’

Flamboyant climbers

Mandevilla ‘Pink Fantasy’

Mandevilla
‘Parfait Moonlight’

Mandevilla ‘White Fantasy’

Ma
‘Pa

Mandevilla
‘Parfait Passion Pink’

Have you ever wished you 
could ‘splash’ colourful 
fl owers all over your 
garden, as if with a magical 
paintbrush? Mandevillas 
and allamandas can do 

just that, providing bold, tropical colour 
and looking fabulous for most of the 
year with minimal effort.

Family trees
Mandevillas and 
allamandas are related 
to frangipani, oleander, 
stephanotis and adenium. 
They all contain a milky 
sap that is poisonous if 
ingested.

Mandevilla
Mandevilla (sometimes called Dipladenia) is a 
lush, tropical climber that fl owers fl amboyantly 
all year round in warmer climates. Hardy and 
versatile, it fl owers in shades of deep burgundy, 
scarlet, through all shades of pink and white. It is 
great in large pots where it can bring an instant 
lush, tropical look to poolsides and outdoor 
entertaining areas. Give it a sunny position 
for best fl owering, a rich, well drained soil and 
plenty of moisture during the growing season. 
Originating from tropical South America, it loves 
a Cairns or Brisbane climate but will grow well as 
far south as Melbourne if given a warm position 
and shelter from frost. It is likely however, to stop 
fl owering in winter in cooler regions.

Training your mandevilla
The mandevilla is naturally a climber but can 
be pruned into a compact bush. If untrained, it 

Allamanda violacea

Allamanda ‘Peach’
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will grow upward to a certain height and then 
the long runners will tumble downward like 
a fountain, so a decision needs to be made 
whether to train it as a bush or as a climber. 
Support at the base of the plant by staking it 
when it is young will help it develop a solid ‘trunk’ 
and give it a bushy or shrub-like habit. If you want 
your mandevilla to be a climber, provide it with a 
trellis or plant it near a fence or pergola and wind 
the long tendrils onto the structure as it grows.

Pruning
Tip prune non-climbing plants regularly to 
promote bushiness. Cut back thoroughly in late 
winter or spring, when fl owering is lightest. Even 
mandevillas trained as climbing plants will do 
best if pruned annually.

with a tendency to climb and can typically 
cover a fence 4mW x 3mH. Like the mandevilla, 
it is easy and very rewarding to grow with lush, 
tropical foliage and bold fl owers.

N.B. The species Allamanda cathartica is 
classed as a weed in some districts in tropical 
North Queensland because of its tendency to 
smother native bushland.

Watering
Mandevillas and allamandas have 
a tuberous root system which makes 
them hardy during dry spells but which 
also makes them susceptible to root 
rot in boggy conditions, so make sure 
they have good drainage and don’t 
overwater during winter. Apply a 
generous layer of mulch to conserve 
water.

Fertilising
Keep mandevillas and allamandas 
well fed with an application of Searles 
Robust Plus in October and again in 
April. Alternatively, year-round feeds 
with Searles Flourish — fortnightly in 
summer, monthly in winter, will keep 
plants healthy and promote fl owering.

Allamanda
The Allamanda is often confused with 
the Mandevilla but it is worth knowing 
some of the differences. In the wild, 
the original allamandas produced 
bright yellow fl owers, but they are now 
available in shades of violet, cherry 
red, apricot, bronze and white. Less 
cold-tolerant than the mandevilla, 
the allamanda prefers a tropical or 
subtropical climate and will grow 
much larger than the mandevilla. The 
allamanda is a large, sprawling bush 

ith t d t li b d

Scented Allamanda
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Allamanda ‘Cherry Ripe’



frost. Some japonica varieties need 
dappled shade. Slow to establish in drier 
conditions, keep them moist and well 
mulched with Searles Mulch Plus.

• Best kept at 2.5 metres
• Full sun to light shade
• Frost hardy
• Very long-lived
• Evergreen 

Coastal rosemary
Australian native coastal rosemary 
(Westringea fruiticosa) looks wonderful in 
both cottage and native style gardens 
and fl owers perpetually throughout 
the year. Its fi ne, soft foliage responds 
well to pruning and contrasts well with 
larger-leafed plants. Carrying good salt 
tolerance, the westringea is a good 
choice for those living near windswept 
coastlines or with poor soils. 

• Best kept at 1–1.2 metres
• All climates (esp. coastal)
• Evergreen

Sweet viburnum
A sturdy and increasingly popular 
shrub is sweet viburnum (Viburnum 
odoratisimum). This large-leafed plant has 
a naturally dense habit and can grow 
over fi ve metres high if left unpruned. In 
late winter and spring it produces honey 
scented, butterfl y-attracting white fl owers. 
Great for creating privacy, it is wonderful 
for use around swimming pools and for 
blocking out unsightly buildings.

• Best kept at 2–3 metres
• All climates
• Evergreen

Lemon myrtle
Another beautiful and undervalued 
screening plant is lemon myrtle 
(Backhousia citriodora). This 
small native rainforest tree would 
seem unlikely as a hedging plant 
but has surprised even the most 
experienced gardeners with its 
ability to thicken up when clipped. 
Its magnifi cent, lemon scented 
foliage is a joy both in the garden 
and the kitchen. In late spring, it 
bears masses of cream-coloured 
fl owers that attract our native 
stingless bees and many small 
insectivorous bird species. Reduce 
pruning by winter to allow fl owers to 
form in late spring.  

• Best kept at 1.5–2.5 metres)
• Entire east coast of Australia
• Evergreen

Other hedging plants
English Lavender
(Lavender angustifolia)
— Cool (low humidity) climates only.

French Lavender
(Lavender dentata) — All climates.

Rosemary ‘Tuscan Blue’
(Rosemary offi cinalis) — All climates.

Curry plant (Helichrysum italicum)
— All climates.

White fl owering Duranta
(Duranta erecta / Duranta repens)
— ‘Alba’ all warm districts.

Pineapple guava
(Feijoa sellowiana) — All climates.

Texas Sage or Lavender Lights 
(Leucophyllum frutescens)
— All climates.

Tree Germander (Teucrium 
fruticans)
— All climates (heavy frost tolerant) 

Philippine Violet (Barleria cristata)
— All warm districts (good shade 
tolerance — softer growth).

Ixora
If you love vibrant colour, ixoras are the 
hedging plant for you. Three varieties come 
to mind as stand-outs — Prince of Orange, 
Malay pink and Gold Fire — although it’s 
best to stick to one variety to give your 
hedge uniformity in height and colour. 
Although tolerant of cool weather, all ixoras 
prefer a warm, frost-free climate, slightly 
acidic soil and good levels of summer 
humidity. Mix Searles Azalea, Camellia 
& Gardenia Planting Mix into the soil 
before planting and apply Searles Azalea, 
Camellia & Gardenia Plant Food in spring 
and again in summer to keep your hedge 
well-nourished.

• Full sun to light shade
• Protect from frost

Ixora ‘Prince of Orange’ produces large, 
terminal clusters of fl owers in a vibrant 
shade of orange which is always sure to 
grab attention. Perfect for creating a truly 
tropical feel in your garden.

• ‘Prince of Orange’ best kept at 1.5 metres

The deep, strawberry pink blooms of ixora 
‘Malay Pink’ have made it a favourite for 
many gardeners. It will tolerate dappled 
shade.

• ‘Malay Pink’ best kept at 1.2 metres

Yellow-fl owering ixora ‘Gold Fire’ will bring a 
bright spark of happiness and sunshine to 
your garden. This is best kept at about 70cm 
for most prolifi c production of the midsized, 
rounded fl ower heads that are held upright 
on their stems. This is a wonderful variety to 
combine with another, taller species such 
as mock orange (Murraya paniculata) for a 
‘double hedged’ effect.

• ‘Gold Fire’ best kept at 70cm

English Box
An excellent hedging plant in cooler 
climates is English box* (Buxus microphylla). 
This ever-popular plant has been used for 
hundreds of years and is perfect in formal 
hedges or topiary. Plant it in full sun. Unfussy 
about soil or site, this undemanding plant 
requires little care. To promote strong 
growth, apply Searles Robust Plus in early 
spring and again in midsummer. This is also 
the best time to give it a tight prune to 
retain its shape. It performs best in cooler, 
drier climates such as west of Brisbane, 
Sydney and further south.

• Extremely long-lived
• Extremely frost and snow hardy
• Dislikes continuous humidity
• Best kept at 1–1.5mH or as topiary

Camellia
The camellia is possibly the most loved 
of all hedging plants for along Australia’s 
east coast. The most popular varieties are 
japonica and sasanqua. Faster growth 
can be expected from sasanquas, 
which fl ower from autumn into early 
winter. Japonicas are slower to grow and 
establish, but more than compensate with 
their large foliage and exquisite, peony-
like blooms that appear in mid winter 
and continue until mid spring, depending 
on the cultivar. Give camellias a slightly 
acidic, humus-rich soil. If soil is less than 
ideal, mix in Searles Azalea, Camellia & 
Gardenia Planting Mix and Searles Real 
Compost to the soil before planting, and 
build the soil up in mounds if your soil is 
heavy clay. Although frost hardy, fl ower 
buds may need protection from severe 

*As mentioned in the winter issue, Gardeners in the tropics and 
subtropics can substitute English box with Japanese box (Buxus 

japonica) or ‘Min-a-Min’ (Murraya paniculata dwarf).

Over the hedge Part 2.

There is a huge range of new hedging 
and screening plants available for home 
gardens, as well as many old favourites being 
‘rediscovered’. Here we continue from our 
winter issue with the best hedging plants for 
Australian home gardens.
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Ixora ‘Malay Pink’

Ixora ‘Gold Fire’
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Ixora ‘Prince of Orange’

Inset: English box can be used for elaborate, formal hedging effects and topiary.
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frost Some japonica

Camellia ‘Dr. Tinsley’ Lemon myrtle

Variegated ‘Malay Dwarf’ bamboo

eed L

Coastal rosemary Sweet viburnum

Clumping bamboo
For something different, clumping bamboos 
make excellent screening plants. Running 
bamboos have a bad reputation which 
unfortunately extends to other varieties of 
bamboo. Clumping bamboos however, are 
very well behaved and have many virtues 
such as general hardiness, low water needs 
and fast — but limited — growth.

Variegated Malay Dwarf Bamboo 
(Bambusa heterostachya variegated) is an 
exceptional hedging or screening plant in 
small or large gardens. This clump-forming 
bamboo has fi ne, variegated foliage which 
is a delight to the eye. Growing about 3m 
tall when unpruned, it also responds well 
when trimmed as low as 1.2m. Clip the front 
and/or top to shape. It responds well to 
watering when fi rst planted, but requires 
little water once fully established which can 
take as little as six months. This species also 
grows well in large containers or troughs 
which makes it excellent on verandas or 
paved areas. Containerised specimens will 
however, need regular, deep watering to 
sustain their thick foliage. Sprinkling Searles 
Penetraide Re-Wetting Granules onto plants 
in troughs every 9 weeks will help the potting 
mix hold water for longer periods. Apply 
fertiliser in early spring and again in summer 
to keep this beauty in tip-top condition. 
Plant in full sun.

• Can be kept at 1.2–3 metres
• Tropical to temperate. Tolerates cool 

areas but can be burnt by frost
• Feed and prune regularly through the 

growing season Oct–April

Qualified 
horticultural staff 
from your local 
independent garden 
centre are the best 
people to recommend 
hedging plants for 
your situation.
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Angel’s trumpet (Brugmansia candida) 
is a shrub or small tree from South 
America with lush, tropical foliage. 
Its trumpet-shaped fl owers have a 
delightful, lemony perfume which is 
most potent in the evenings. Give 
it shelter from wind and frost and 
keep moist. Feed with Searles 
Flourish for best results. Note: This 
plant is poisonous so take care 
with pets and small children.

Flowers
Sow ageratum, aster, balsam, 
carnation, chrysanthemum, 
cockscomb, coleus, cosmos, 
dahlia, dianthus, everlasting daisy, 
gazania, geranium, gerbera, 
impatiens, kangaroo paw, 
marigold, nasturtium, petunia, 
portulaca, rudbeckia, salvia, 
snapdragon, sunflower, torenia, 
verbena and zinnia.

Herbs
Basil, chives, coriander, dill, mint, 
oregano, parsley, sage and thyme.

Fruit & Vegetables
Sow beans, beetroot, broccoli, 
cabbage, capsicum, carrot, 
chicory, Chinese cabbage, 
cucumber, eggplant, lettuce, 
melons, mustard, onion, parsnip, 
potato, pumpkin, radish, rosella, 
silver beet, squash, sweet corn, 
sweet potato, tomato and 
watermelon.

More advice...
Spray mangoes with Searles 
Mancozeb fungicide after 
flowering to protect them from 
anthracnose — a common cause 
of fruit drop. Spray passionfruit 
with Searles Bug Beater, a natural 
pyrethrum spray to control sucking 
and chewing pests.

Subtropical — Coastal

Flowers
Sow ageratum, amaranthus, 
begonia, chrysanthemum, 
cockscomb, coleus, cosmos, dahlia, 
dianthus, everlasting daisy, gazania, 
geranium, gerbera, impatiens, 
kangaroo paw, marigold, nasturtium, 
petunia, portulaca, rudbeckia, salvia, 
snapdragon, sunflower, torenia, 
verbena and zinnia.

Herbs
Plant basil, chilli, chives, dill, ginger, 
mint, oregano and parsley.

Fruit & Vegetables
Plant beetroot, capsicum, carrot, 
chilli, Chinese cabbage, choko, 
corn, cucumber, french beans, 
eggplant, leek, lettuce, onion, radish, 
rockmelon, silver beet, spinach, 
squash, sweet potato, pumpkin, 
tomato, watermelon and zucchini.

More advice...
Complete any digging or 
landscaping work before the 
weather becomes too hot. Divide 
cannas. Plant ornamental trees. 
Prune established plants for bushier 
growth — especially those which 
have just finished flowering. Fertilise 
and mulch well.

Tropical — Wet & Dry Tropics

South-east Qld
& Northern NSW

North Queensland
Cold & Southern 
Tableland areas

Temperate areas

Flowers
Sow alyssum, antirrhinum, aster, 
begonia, carnation, celosia, 
chrysanthemum, cineraria, 
cockscomb, coleus, cornflower, 
cosmos, dahlia, dianthus, foxglove, 
gazania, hollyhock, impatiens, 
lobelia, marigold, petunia, salvia 
and zinnia.

Herbs
Sow basil, chives, coriander, dill, 
mint, oregano, parsley, sage and 
thyme.

Fruit and vegetables
Sow beetroot, broccoli, cabbage, 
capsicum, carrot, cauliflower, 
celery, cucumber, eggplant, endive, 
leek, lettuce, onion, pak choi, pea, 
radicchio, silver beet, snow pea, 
spinach, spring onion, strawberry, 
sweet corn, zucchini and tomato.

More advice...
Apply mulch over all garden beds 
in preparation for warmer weather. 
If using a woody mulch, first dig in 
some Searles 5IN1 Plus or Blood 
& Bone to the soil. Repot indoor 
plants that have become root-
bound.

Flowers
Sow amaranthus, aster, 
balsam, begonia, carnation, 
chrysanthemum, cockscomb, 
coleus, cosmos, dahlia, dianthus, 
everlasting daisy, gazania, gerbera, 
impatiens, marigold, nasturtium, 
petunia, phlox, Iceland poppy, 
portulaca, rudbeckia, salvia, 
snapdragon, sunflower, torenia, 
verbena and zinnia.

Herbs
Basil, chives, coriander, dill, mint, 
oregano, parsley, sage and thyme.

Fruit & Vegetables
Sow beans, beetroot, broccoli, 
cabbage, capsicum, carrot, chilli, 
Chinese cabbage, cucumber, 
eggplant, endive, lettuce, melons, 
okra, onion, parsnip, potato, 
pumpkin, radish, rhubarb, rosella, 
silver beet, spring onion, squash, 
sweet corn, sweet potato, tomato 
and zucchini. 

More advice...
Plant fruit trees and vines. 
Divide clumping plants such as 
agapanthus, canna, liriope, iris and 
clivea. Protect seedlings from snails 
and slugs. Remove spent flowers to 
induce new blooms.

Flowers
Many flowers should have already 
been planted by September to 
beat the heat. If planting flowers, 
use advanced pots to ensure 
a good flowering before the 
temperatures get too hot (by 
November/December). Try petunia, 
vinca, cosmos, marigold, salvia, 
portulaca, nasturtium, torenia and 
zinnia.

Herbs
All types of herbs grow well in this 
area. Protect plants in late spring 
from heat. Inland areas have a 
good climate for growing herbs.

Fruit and vegetables
Look to start cutting back on 
growing vegetables by spring. You 
can try beans, capsicum, onion, 
radish and sweet corn. Cover or 
protect plants from the heat and 
ensure you harvest by summer time.

More advice...
Spring is a great time to plant 
shrubs to ensure they acclimatise 
to conditions. Use mulch to keep 
roots cool and help retain moisture. 
This is the perfect time to get lawns 
in order — weed, fertilise and sow 
lawns. Fertilise plants with Searles 
Recharge to boost plant growth for 
the summer.

Inland areas
Arid or outback areas

Melbourne
Sydney

The Cape 
York lily is a 
rare native bulb 
which bears 
fl owers from spring 
to summer, followed 
by lush, tropical leaves. 
Excellent in pots or as a 
cut fl ower, plant it 10cm 
deep in well-drained, 
compost-enriched soil 
from June to October.

Kangaroo paw (Anigozanthos spp.) 
evokes everything that is spectacular 
about the Australian bush. New 
landscaping varieties can grow up to 
2m tall and are especially hardy and 
reliable. Give them plenty of sun and 
good drainage; build up garden beds 
if you have clay soil. Only use fertilisers 
designed for natives. They are also an 
excellent cut fl ower. 

Now is the time to plant basil — a tasty 
summer annual herb that will bring 
authenticity to Mediterranean dishes. Use 
it sparingly and remember that unlike 
other herbs, its fl avour becomes more 
potent with cooking. It’s the perfect 
summer fl avour combination teamed 
with tomatoes and parmesan!

Spider lily (Hymenocallis littorialis) is the 
perfect hardy plant for outdoor pots, 
garden beds or landscaping. Native to 
Mexico, it loves warmth and moisture but 
can also be tough in cool areas. Bears 
striking, ‘spider lily’ fl owers throughout 
the warmer months and strappy foliage 
throughout the year. Protect from frost.

Wisteria is fl owering, now. This vigorous 
climber needs a sturdy support structure 
as well as pruning at least annually 
for good fl owering so think twice if this 
sounds like too much trouble. Only 
buy specimens that are in fl ower. Limit 
fertiliser for best blooms.

Anigozanthos ‘Bush Ranger’
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Want spectacular fl owers but have 
too much shade for most fl owering 
plants? Hydrangeas start fl owering 
about November and are the perfect 
option for that moist, shady corner. 
They also make excellent cut fl owers. 
Other fl owering plants that love the 
shade are cliveas and New Guinea 
impatiens.

Chillies can bring some heat to your 
garden’s colour palette as well as to 
your kitchen table. These colourful 
fruit are long-lived on the bush 
and are so ornamental that they 
can steal the show from many 
fl owering plants throughout the 
hot season. Plant in full sun.

Shady delights...

The fl owering peach tree blooms in 
early spring. Plant it in full sun and 
prune annually after fl owering. Water 
generously until established and soak 
deeply during hot, dry spells.

Pandorea is a pretty climber native to 
northern NSW which will fl ower from 
spring until autumn. Beautiful grown 
over a trellis or frame, it has a controlled, 
compact habit and is easily trained to 
shape. Give it full sun and well-drained 
soil for best results. Drought hardy once 
established, this is a deceptively tough 
plant that softens the landscape!

hydrangea

clivea

New Guinea 
impatiens

Grasshopper outbreaks 
can be controlled with 
Searles Bug Beater, an 
organic, pyrethrum spray. 
This spray needs to come into 
direct contact with the insect 
— spraying the foliage is not 
enough — so target practice 
could be a good investment!

Critter alert!

Now is the time to plant petunias. These 
pretty, warm season annuals come 
in every colour of the rainbow. Water 
regularly and apply Searles Flourish every 
fortnight for fabulous fl owering! Grow in 
pots using Searles Peat 80 Potting Mix.

The spectacular native sarsparilla 
(Hardenbergia violacea) is fl owering, now. 
There are new upright, shrub-like varieties 
but they typically have a climbing or 
sprawling habit, so check the plant label 
to make sure you have the right variety for 
your situation. Plant in full sun and don’t 
overwater. Light frost tolerant.

New, compact varieties of grevilleas 
are now available which are perfect 
for growing in pots or in gardens where 
space is limited. Plant in well-drained 
soil in full sun or light shade and only use 
a fertiliser suited to Australian natives. 
Searles Native Plant Mix is ideal for 
growing them in pots.

Grevillea ‘Woolly 
Bear® Hero’

Cherry tomatoes are a favourite with 
kids and are easy to grow in pots. Stake 
plants when young, water regularly 
and feed fortnightly with Searles Fish 
& Kelp Plus for a bumper crop. Keep 
well mulched and water the soil rather 
than the foliage to discourage fungal 
diseases.

Fuschias need a sheltered position in 
shade or part-shade and a moist, fertile, 
well-drained soil. Feed fortnightly during 
the growing season with Searles Flourish 
and water regularly.

Li’l Bewdy (Olearia teretifolia) is a dense, 
compact (50cmW x 80cmH), native shrub 
with low water needs. Great for patio pots 
and borders, it love full sun. Also known as 
Cypress Daisy Bush, it looks like a tiny pine 
tree but becomes covered in masses of 
white, daisy-like fl owers in spring. Tolerates 
light frost.

Visit your garden centre for this season’s 
latest range of gerberas, which will grow 
happily throughout the warmer regions 
of Australia. Give them full sun and ensure 
good drainage in areas with wet winters. 
Gerberas make excellent cut fl owers — 
gently twist the stems so they pull away 
from the base of the plant and snip the 
bottoms off the stems before putting 
them in water.  

Feed young mango trees with Searles 
Kickalong Fruit & Flower (an organic 
fertiliser) at the start of spring and 
again in summer and autumn. Apply 
Searles Liquid Seaweed all year round in 
addition to the fertiliser to promote plant 
health and disease resistance.

Mulberries (Morus spp.) are easy to 
grow organically in home gardens. Allow 
the berries — borne in spring and early 
summer — to blacken before harvesting 
because they do not ripen off the tree. In 
the subtropics, try the Shahtoot mulberry 
(M. macroura), a smaller growing tree with 
sweet, cream-coloured fruit.
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Everlasting daisy (Bracteantha spp.) 
is a sun hardy and dry tolerant Aussie 
native that rivals exotic fl owering 
annuals in colour and performance. 
Dig in plenty of Searles Real Compost 
before planting for best results. 
Bracteantha can be sown from seed 
to create spectacular ‘wildfl ower 
meadows’ that fl ower year round.

‘Radiance’ (Ozothamnus spp.) is a 
small, long-lived native shrub (1mW x 
2mH) that fl owers all year, especially 
in summer. Its dainty, white or pink 
fl owers attract butterfl ies.

Perpetual
African daisy (Arctotis spp.) is a hardy 
ground cover (45cmH x 70cmW). It 
produces large, daisy-like fl owers in 
autumn and spring, but in frost-free 
areas will fl ower through winter as 
well. They’re great for pots, seaside 
gardens, rockeries and retaining walls. 
Tolerates light frost and dry conditions. 
Give them full sun.

Bougainvillea is the perfect choice 
for year-round, easy-care colour. 
It loves a hot climate but many 
varieties also grow well in cool areas. 
Traditionally a large, vigorous climber, 
the new compact,  ‘bambino’ 
varieties are ideal for courtyards and 
smaller gardens. Bougainvilleas will 
fl ower best with plenty of water, but 
too much fertiliser can limit blooms.

Aussie native Isotoma (Isotoma 
axillaris) fl owers from October to May 
with little care. Great for rockeries 
or pots, it prefers moist, well drained 
soil and full sun to light shade. Cut 
back in winter to promote new 
growth. Somewhat frost sensitive, 
it can be treated as an annual in 
cold climates. The milky sap can 
irritate sensitive skin but also deters 
herbivorous animals and insect pests.

Flowers do more than look 
fabulous and lift our spirits on a 
dull day; they attract benefi cial 
insects which promote self-
sustaining garden ecosystems. 
Planting fl owers that bloom over 
long periods will help ensure 
you always have fl oral beauty 
and colour in your garden...

‘Radiance’

Everlasting daisy
African daisy

Isotoma 1716

ican daisy (Arctotis spp.) is a hardy s
ound cover (45cmH x 70cmW). It
oduces large, daisy-like fl owers in
tumn and spring, but in frost-free 

eas will fl ower through winter as

bloomers

Petunia This popular annual bedding 
plant is great in pots and fl owers 
throughout spring, summer and 
autumn. Deadhead regularly to 
encourage more fl owers and feed 
every two weeks with Searles Flourish 
Soluble Plant Food for outstanding 
results. Available in just about any 
colour, petunias also come in 
groundcover varieties. Petunia ‘Raspberry Blast’

bougainvillea

1
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These delightful tiny grevilleas are perfect 
in pots, borders or mass-plantings. Give 
them full sun or light shade.

Grevillea ‘Jelly Baby’ is a low, mounding groundcover 
40cmH x 80cm–1mW. Massed clusters of strong, deep 
pink fl owers are borne in winter and spring. Tolerates 
moderate frosts, semi arid and coastal conditions.

Grevillea ‘Charlie’s Angel’   (Grevillea alpine x G. 

rosmarinifolia) is a compact, prostrate small shrub 
40–50cmW. Tolerates moderate frosts.

Grevillea ‘Coral Baby’ (Grevillea lavandula x G. chrysophaea) 
This low, mounding small shrub (40cmH x 80cmW) 
bears compact clusters of soft pink and creamy white 
fl owers in winter-spring. Tolerates moderate frosts.

‘Rose Carpet’ (Bauera rubioides 

x sessilifl ora) is a compact, dense 
groundcover 50cmH x 1mW 
bearing magenta pink, miniature 
rose-like fl owers for most of the year. 
Great as a ground cover or low 
border, it looks spectacular in drifts 
when in fl ower. Plant in full sun or 
light shade in a moist, well-drained 
soil. Tolerates moderate frosts.

‘Firebrand™’ (Callistemon 

citrinus) is a low, spreading dense 
groundcover callistemon 50–

80cmH x 2–3mW bearing plentiful, 
large crimson ‘bottle brush’ 

fl owers through spring, summer 
and autumn. Great for steep banks, 

vertical walls or as a living mulch. Plant 
in full sun or light shade in a moist, well-

drained soil. Moderately frost tolerant.

Beautiful gardens. The natural way.  

Manufactured by: 186 Glenmount Rd 
Tanawha Q 4556
Ph: (07) 5476 6245
Fax (07) 5445 6364

Available from all leading nurseries, garden centres, hardware and produce stores.

6 Glenmo
Tan
Ph
Fax

186

minisGrevilleaShowy natives

Ivory curl (Buckinghamia celsissima) is a 
tall tree in its native rainforest habitat 
but rarely exceeds 7 metres in the 
home garden. Plant it in full sun and 
keep it well watered until established. 
Protect it from frost when young.
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Cucumbers are one of the most 
abundant producers in the home 
vegie patch. They are quick and 
easy to grow and their high water 
content makes them a refreshing 
addition in salads and curries or on 
their own on a hot day. Lebanese 
cucumbers in particular are a 
popular choice as they are smaller, 
sweeter and contain almost as 
much fibre as an apple. Crunch!

Varieties
They are many different varieties of 
cucumbers, all with similar growing 
requirements. Cucumbers are part of the 
cucurbit family and are annual vines. They 
can be easily grown from seed but are 
also readily available in seedling punnets.

 

Soil preparation
Cucumbers can become bitter and 
tasteless if there is a lack of nutrients in 
the soil so prepare garden beds before 
planting with a rich compost like Searles 
5IN1 Plus. Cucumbers grow best in a 
warm, sunny position in a well drained, 
light, loamy soil. 

Planting
Allow space in the garden for cucumbers 
to ramble or erect a trellis to support 
vertical growth if space is limited. 
Cucumbers love a sunny position and 
warm days. Seeds or seedlings can be 
planted all year in the tropics, in spring 
and summer in the subtropics and from 
late spring to summer in the cool, 
temperate climates after the frosts have 
finished. Plant more plants at two-monthly 
intervals to keep the household supplied 
with cucumbers for most of the year. 
Water well after sowing and mulch after 
seeds have germinated to protect their 
shallow root system from being disturbed.

Maintenance
From before flowering until the end of fruit 
production, apply Searles Liquid Potash 
Plus every 2 to 3 weeks. This will 
promote fruit production. Fertilise with 
Searles Fish & Kelp Plus to promote 

strong, healthy growth and safeguard 
against fungal diseases. This will also 
strengthen the plant’s resistance to heat, 
cold and drought-induced climatic 
stresses. Water regularly to prevent the 
fruit from becoming bitter. Apply water at 
the base of the plant to prevent fungal 
diseases on the leaves. 

Harvest
Lebanese Cucumbers reach maturity from 
8 to 10 weeks after being planted from 
seed. Always harvest fruit when young for 
the sweetest tasting cucumbers. 

Pest and Disease control...
Growing cucumber vines on a trellis will 
reduce leaf diseases such as powdery 
mildew and help prevent the fruit rotting. 
If powdery mildew is affecting your crop, 
spray with Searles Mancozeb Plus to 
reduce damage. 

Cool cucumber
Alana Searle Lebanese

Cucumbers bear 
attractive fl owers.

What you’ll need
Try these great varieties

Ingredients:
1 1/2 cups of water
1 cup of couscous
1 tbsp olive oil
half teaspoon turmeric
zest and juice of half lemon
1 punnet of cherry tomatoes halved
half red onion fi nely chopped
150g of feta crumbed or cubed
1 Lebanese cucumber diced
handful of parsley or coriander, fi nely chopped
1/4 cup of basil, roughly chopped
salt and pepper

Method:
Bring to boil water in a saucepan. Add olive 
oil, turmeric, lemon zest and juice then stir. Add 
couscous. Bring to boil, remove from heat, cover 
and let stand for 5 minutes. Add to a serving 
bowl and fl uff with a fork. Mix in thoroughly 
chopped parsley and coriander. Loosely mix in 
tomatoes, onion, feta and cucumber. Garnish 
with basil and an extra drizzle of olive oil and 
serve. Great as a side salad to steak.

Cucumber, feta and couscous salad
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www.searles.com.au

More than a seaweed nutrient...

Brilliant results, healthy herbs

A FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1977

a  a sea eed u r

ant resulltts, hheallthy herb

From left: Rosemary, lemon balm and basil

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING NURSERIES, GARDEN CENTRES & HARDWARE STORES.

• Premium Quality
• Effective Response
• Value for Money

David Grays Garden Problem Solvers

Sage (Sage offi cinalis)

Sow this perennial from seed 
in spring, summer and early 
autumn. It’s also easy to grow 
from cuttings of new growth 
in late spring. Sage prefers full 
sun and well drained soil of 
average or even poor fertility. 
It can be drought tolerant but 
grows better when moderately 
watered. Good resistance 
to frosty conditions. Sage is 
commonly used for fl avouring 
meat and poultry stuffi ngs. 

Parsley (Petroselinum crispum)

Parsley can be sown as seed 
or seedlings all year round. 
Plant in a sunny or semi-
shaded position and water 
frequently. Harvest young 
leaves. Parsley is a biennial 
but in cooler regions, is usually 
treated as an annual. Parsley 
is great grown in pots and 
window boxes. 

Oregano (Origanum vulgare)

Oregano is a perennial in 
warm climates and can be 
used dry or fresh. It’s aromatic 
fl avour is a key ingredient in 
many Mediterranean and 
Mexican dishes. Sow seed in 
spring and autumn in full sun 
and a moist, well-drained soil. 
Pick off spent fl owers.

Mint (Mentha spicata)

Mint likes rich soil, part sun and 
plenty of water. It is a perennial 
which spreads by sending 
out underground roots. It can 
become invasive in ideal 
conditions, in which case it 
is best to grow it in a pot. Its 
appeal is in more than just its 
culinery uses — its foliage emits 
a wonderful minty fragrance 
when crushed or walked on in 
the garden. 

Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)

Thyme likes a sunny location 
and is quite dry tolerant so 
don’t overwater it. Growing 15–
25cm in height, this perennial 
has a low, spreading habit. Its 
fl avour blends well with garlic, 
olive oil and tomatoes. Allow 
a few months for it to establish, 
after which time, leaves can be 
harvested at any time. In warm 
climates, prune it hard every 
spring to prevent it becoming 
woody. Thyme is one of the most 
versatile herbs in the kitchen 
and there is an old adage, 
‘When in doubt, use thyme’.

Sweet basil (Ocimum basilicum)

Basil is a frost-tender summer 
annual that is planted in spring 
or summer and generally dies 
before the arrival of winter. 
Basil can be planted as seed 
or seedlings in a sunny position 
after frosts have fi nished. Water 
frequently and harvest leaves 
regularly for best results. Unlike 
most herbs, basil’s fl avour 
intensifi es with cooking.

Lemon balm (Melisa offi cianalis)

Lemon balm is closely related 
to mint and has similar growing 
requirements. It is, however, less 
invasive and is easier to control. 
It’s leaves emit a delicious 
lemon fragrance when crushed 
and make a soothing tea.

Now is a great time to plant 
herbs. Whether grown on 
a small balcony or as part 
of an established vegie 
garden, there’s nothing like 
having fresh herbs on hand 
whenever you need them.

Oregano fl owers

Thyme

Oregano

Sage

Mint

Parsley

Flowering herbs 
attract ‘good 
bugs’.

Flowering mint
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Protect herbs, vegetables, trees and shrubs from 
possums, kangaroos, wallabies, rabbits, hares, 
bandicoots, deer, foxes and other wildlife.
Protect vegetables, fruit trees, ornamentals, seedlings and 
buildings from cockatoos, crows, ducks, pigeons, rosellas, 
starlings, swallows, other birds & bats.
Protects homes, gardens, patios, shop fronts and paved 
areas from both dogs and cats or rats and mice.

                is unique. Reject products said to be "just as 
good", nothing is at all "like it". For further information send 
2x55c stamps to:
D-ter, Dept. A, PO Box 3, Oyster Bay, NSW 2225.
Enquiries: Phone: (02) 9589 0703. Fax: (02) 9589 0147

Protect one plant or a whole area — perimeter 
&/or band sprays.
Repels — without harming animals or humans.
Not considered a poison — no withholding period.
Easy to use — spray on. Effective when dry.
Safe, Proven and Effective.
Available in 100g, 1Kg & 4Kg Sizes.
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Ideal for controlling bindii, clover,

oxalis and other weeds.

safe to use on your

Buffalo Lawn?

Need a weed killer that is

Including Sir Walter and Palmetto lawns.

Before using this product, always read the product label for full directions, applications, 

safety and handling directions. Not suitable to be used on ST varieties of Buffalo grass.

Ask for Searles Buffalo Master® at your nearest gardening outlet or Ph: 07 5422 3000 • www.searles.com.au


