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Summer is here again and what a wonderful time 
to be gardening! Whether you’re spending the 
festive season with family and friends or savouring 
some peaceful time to yourself, the garden is the 
perfect backdrop for holiday-making. This issue is 

packed with great ideas and handy hints, so all I can say is, 
‘Enjoy!’ Have a safe holiday and God bless,

He prayeth best, who loveth best,
All things both great and small;
For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.
— Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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Sweet passionfruit stars

*	Moulds	of	other	shapes	or	small	cups	can	be	substituted.

You will need:
4 1/4 teaspoons gelatine
4 tablespoons water
10 passionfruit, pulped (2/3 cup)
1 1/4 cups (310ml) milk
200g carton vanilla yoghurt
2 tablespoons caster sugar
4 x star-shaped moulds* (1/2 cup capacity)
strawberries and extra passionfruit, to serve

Sprinkle	gelatine	into	water	in	a	cup.	Stand	cup	
in	a	pot	containing	a	small	amount	of	simmering	
water	until	gelatine	has	dissolved.	Meanwhile,	push	
passionfruit	through	a	sieve	over	a	bowl	to	remove	
seeds.Combine	milk,	yoghurt,	sugar	and	passionfruit	
in	a	small	bowl;	stir	in	gelatine	mixture.	Pour	mixture	
into	moulds.	Cover	and	refridgerate	until	firm	(usually	
about	4	hours).	Turn	out	onto	plates.	Serve	chilled	
with	strawberries	and	extra	passionfruit.



A beautiful garden can tantalise all of the 
senses, but fragrance is an often underrated 
pleasure. To step outside on a summer’s day 
and be flooded with the delightful fragrance of 
some of these beauties can be truly heavenly.

Summer scented stunners
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This small, evergreen shrub bears 
clusters of small purple flowers 
with a very strong, deliciously 
vanilla fragrance.
 

Size: About 1m tall with a 
rounded, bushy, somewhat 
ground-hugging habit.

Great for: Makes a delightful 
informal hedge. Great for 
cottage or tropical style gardens.

Gardenias are available 
in many forms, ranging 
from miniatures and 
groundcovers to large 
shrubs. Common to 
all gardenias are their 
beautiful and wonderfully 
fragrant flowers.

Varieties: Gardenia 
‘Florida’ (Gardenia 
augusta) produces masses 
of flowers and is usually 
easy to find in garden 
centres. Gardenia ‘True 
Love’® has large flowers and 
is more resistant to pests.

Gardenia augusta ‘Florida’ 

Perfumed trees
• Lemon scented Tea Tree 

(Leptospermum petersonii)
 (pictured right)

• Lemon scented Gum Tree 
(Eucalyptus citriodora)

This lovely climber bears 
succulent evergreen 
leaves and white, 
delightfully fragrant 
blossoms all summer. 

Great for: growing on  
a wall, trellis or frame as 
a climber. Can also be 
planted in pots.

Flowering: spring and 
summer.

Position: Needs a 
warm, sunny position. 

The leaves of this 
gorgeous rainforest tree 
produce a delicious, 
lemon scent when 
crushed.
 

Size: 3–8m high. Some 
specimens can grow taller.

Great for: Screening or 
stand alone plant. Can 
also be kept indoors as a 
pot plant.

Flowering: December to 
March.

Rose gardens are always a favourite. Look out for 
these highly perfumed, summer flowering roses in 
garden centres now: ‘Black Velvet’, ‘Fragrant Cloud’, 
‘Perfumed Delight’, ‘Radox Bouquet’, ‘Seduction’, ‘Lili 
Marlene’, ‘Queen Elizabeth’, ‘Friesa’ and ‘Whisky’.

• Chinese Star Jasmine
 (Trachelospermum 

jasminoides)

• Chilean Jasmine (Mandevilla 
laxa). Great deciduous 
climber for cooler climates.

Other perfumed Jasmines
• Arabian Jasmine 

(Jasminum sambac) 
and Star Jasmine 
(Jasminum nitidum) 
produce flowers for 
most of the year.

Want more...

Herbs — lemon verbena, 
rosemary, thyme & mint 
(pictured)

Brunfelsia latifolia
— yesterday, today 
and tomorrow

Michelia figo 
— port wine magnolia

native frangipani

NIGHT SCENTED

Rose ‘Queen Elizabeth’ 

Protect herbs, vegetables, trees and shrubs from possums, 
kangaroos, wallabies, rabbits, hares, bandicoots, deer, 
foxes and other wildlife.

Protect vegetables, fruit trees, ornamentals, seedlings and 
buildings from cockatoos, crows, ducks, pigeons, rosellas, 
starlings, swallows, other birds & bats.

Protects homes, gardens, patios, shop fronts and paved 
areas from both dogs and cats or rats and mice.

               is unique. Reject products said to be "just as 
good", nothing is at all "like it". For further information send 
2x50c stamps to:

D-ter, Dept. A, PO Box 3, Oyster Bay, NSW 2225.
Enquiries: Phone: (02) 9589 0703. Fax: (02) 9589 0147

Protect one plant or a whole area — perimeter 
&/or band sprays.

Repels — without harming animals or humans.

Not considered a poison — no withholding period.

Easy to use — spray on. Effective when dry.

Safe, Proven and Effective.

Available in 100g, 1Kg & 4Kg Sizes.
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Flowering: Spring and 
summer. 

Position: Full sun to semi-
shade in well-drained soil.

Care: Mulch well and keep 
moist during dry weather. 
Prune in early spring to 
promote bushiness. Apply 
Searles Robust Plus in late 
winter and summer.

Will grow pretty well 
throughout Australia. 
In cooler climates, 
position them so they 
get as much winter 
warmth as possible.

Care: Prefers soil with 
rich compost, good 
drainage and some 
moisture. Searles 
Garden Soil Mix is 
ideal. Do not let the 
soil dry out during 
summer.

Madagascar Jasmine
Stephanotis floribunda

Size: 1m to 1.5m tall.

Great for: Pots, ground 
covers and gardens.

Flowering: Summer to Winter.

Position: Plant in well 
drained position in semi 
shade to full sun. Gardenias 
flourish in soils with a pH 
ranging from acid to most 
neutral.

Care: Prune once a year 
and fertilise with Searles 
Flourish Azalea, Camellia & 
Gardenia as directed. 

Gardenia Gardenia spp.

Heliotrope ‘Cherry Pie’ Heliotrope arborescens
Position: Likes sub 
tropical conditions. Plant 
in well drained soil and 
protect from severe frost.
 

Care: Little maintenance 
is required. Fertilise once 
a year with Searles 
Native Plant Food.

Did you know: Lemon 
myrtle leaves are 
used in seafood and 
poultry cuisine and 
aromatherapy products.

Lemon-scented Myrtle
Backhousia citriodora



Tucker Time® ‘Honey Pots’

  Eucalyptus

‘Summer Scentsation’ ™
This beautiful small tree 
grows 4–6m high and 
bears large clusters of 
nectar-rich and highly 
perfumed yellow flowers 
from December to March. 
It has an elegant, clean 
trunk, glossy, grey-green 
leaves and a dense 
canopy. It enjoys a 
wide range of climates 
from cool temperate, 
subtropical and arid, as 
well as a wide range of 
soils. It’s also well suited to 
coastal conditions and 

This ‘grow anywhere’ tree is 
a beacon to honey-eating 
birds. Its small, narrow leaves 
create a light canopy which 
is great for summer shade 
and winter light. Creamy 
white, fluffy flowers are 
massed across the canopy 
from summer to autumn. It 
has a narrow, upright stance 
(4–5mH x 2–3mW) and a 
clean trunk and branches. 
Very low water needs when 

will tolerate moderate 
frosts once established. 
Attracts nectar-feeding 
insects and birds, 
including brush-tongued 
lorikeets. Requires little 
or no pruning. Feed from 
spring to late summer 
with a dose 
of Searles 
Kickalong 
Native Plant 
Food and 
do not 
overwater.

established. Plant in full sun 
to light shade. Enjoys a cool 
temperate, subtropical or 
arid climate. Also tolerates 
a range of soils from well 
drained, dry clay, sandy 
or stony soils. Extremely 
frost tolerant and suited to 
coastal and inland positions. 
Apply Searles Kickalong 
Native Plant Food around the 
root zone in early spring and 
late summer until established.

Miniature eucalyptus trees bring the beauty of natural bushland to your 
garden — even if it’s only a small courtyard. Birds and other wildlife 
love them and they require practically no care once established. Well, 
they are our native flora! Here are some of our favourites...

By gum, they’re gorgeous!

The foliage of this delightful 
tree contains high levels 

of peppermint oil, the 
fragrance of which 

disperses pleasantly 
into the atmosphere 
on warm days. This 
small tree usually 
develops several 
slender trunks with 
clear, white to grey 
bark, often with a 
ribboned pattern. 
Foliage is small and 
neat with a graceful, 

weeping habit and 
rose pink new growth. 

Clusters of white flowers 

are borne from spring to 
early summer. Plant in full 
sun or light shade. Grows 
well in a cold temperate, 
subtropical or arid climate, 
as well as a wide range 
of soils. Extremely drought 
tolerant, hardy in harsh 
dry or moister soils, very 
frost tolerant and suited 
to second line coastal 
situations. Requires little 
or no pruning. Feed from 
spring to late summer with 
a dose of Searles Kickalong 
Native Plant Food. Does 
not need regular watering 
once established. 76

With an Enviro-Bokashi  System     

The easy way to recycle ALL your food waste
right in your kitchen!
  Keep waste from landfill
  Small and compact for the kitchen
  Create organic soil conditioner 
 
no smell... no pests...
and no daily trips to the compost bin

C o m p o s t i n g  Wo r m s
Wo r m  F a r m s

Create your  own natura l  fer t i l i zer

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING NURSERIES, 
GARDEN CENTRES & HARDWARE STORES.

David Grays Termite Spray controls 
ants, termites and a range of 
insect pests in the home garden.

David Grays Bifenthrin is for D.I.Y. 
termite treatment and general 
pest control jobs. 1litre makes 
100litres. A new product.
See package instructions for usage 
information.

Ants in yer pants?
Say goodbye to nasty critters 
with David Grays pest control.

Special thanks to Sue Forrester from Austraflora www.austraflora.com and Joy Gilfedder from Gondwana Nursery 
www.gondwananursery.com.au for sharing their photos and wealth of knowledge on these beautiful trees.

These delightful dwarf eucalypts are 
at their most stunning from December 
until March, when they become 
covered with clusters (up to 20cm 
across) of dazzling flowers. Their large, 
weeping foliage (up to 30cm long), 
flushes of bronze-coloured new growth 
and sporadic flowering throughout 
the year offer year-round beauty. 
Flowers are attractive to birds, bees 
and butterflies. Rapid growing but 
rarely reaching over 5m tall, they do 
not need pruning. They prefer a well 
drained, rich and moist soil, but will 
grow in most soils. Give them a full sun 
position where their beautiful floral 
displays can be best appreciated. 
Apply Searles Kickalong Native Plant 
Food in spring or early summer for the 
best floral display. Water regularly until 
established, after which time they will 
be drought tolerant.

Corymbia ‘Summer Beauty’ has pink to apricot 
flowers. (Pictured is a juvenile specimen.)

Corymbia ‘Summer Red’ 
& ‘Summer Beauty’

Corymbia ‘Summer 
Red’ flowers are 

hot pink/red.

‘Dry White’ ™ Eucalyptus



A small, but dedicated band of parents 
and staff formed a gardening team 
that met each Wednesday to get the 
garden started. The compacted soil 
was too hard to dig, so layers of horse 
manure, lucerne, leaves, grass clippings, 
compost and Searles 5IN1® were used 
to create no-dig gardens. 

In just two weeks these gardens were 
ready for planting. A steady stream of 
classes helped with the planting and 
watering. Seeds and seedlings were 
watered in with Searles® Fish & Kelp Plus 
to encourage root development and 
reduce transplant shock. 

Two worm farms 
managed by the 
children, provide 
a ready source of 
liquid worm castings. 
Each week students 
alternate between 
watering plants with 
their nutritious worm 
brew and Searles® 
Fish & Kelp Plus. Leafy 
greens including 
lettuce, tatsoi, 

spinach and silver beet flourish on this 
treatment and are ready to harvest in 
no time at all. Cabbages and broccoli 
receive the same fertilising regime 
with sensational results. 

Harvesting and eating produce from 
the garden is the students favourite 
gardening task. Mrs Chittendon’s 
class make sure that at least some of 
the produce makes its way into ‘take 
home packs’ that are made available 
to parents and teachers. Donations 
from the sale of these fresh vegetables 
is being put towards the purchase 
of more seeds, seedlings and other 

School garden is TOPS
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as well as more 
hand trowels and 
watering cans. 

Fruit trees 
including a 
lemon, lime 
and mandarin 
tree have been 
planted. A bay 
tree, kaffir lime 
tree, choko 
and passionfruit 
vines are also 
growing well. To 
control outbreaks of 
pests like caterpillars, 
the students mix up a 
tablespoon of molasses in 
one litre of water. They pick 
off the biggest caterpillars and 
feed them to the birds, then apply 
the molasses spray to the undersides of the 
leaves where the baby caterpillars hide. Any 
aphid outbreaks are controlled using simple 
soap sprays. 

The garden has a large water tank that is 
topped up each morning from the dew that 

The Ormiston Primary School 
(known affectionately to locals 
as TOPS) is located at Dundas 
Street, Ormiston in Queensland’s 
Redlands district. The school motto 

collects on the roof of a covered 
sports area. Even if it does not rain, 
the tank always seems to have 
plenty of water which the children 
can use when they tend the garden. 

is Learn as We Grow, so when Principal Barry 
Fanning suggested that students, staff and 
parents take this mantra literally and start 
a school garden, there was enthusiastic 
support from all concerned. 

Fruit and vegies. The natural way.  

Manufactured by: 186 Glenmount Rd 
Tanawha Q 4556
Ph: (07) 5476 6245
Fax (07) 5445 6364

Available from all leading nurseries, garden centres, hardware and produce stores. 98



The most important step is to embrace the natural beauty of the seaside 
environment. Walk along the beach. Go hiking in nearby bushland 
and make note of native plants you see. Working with the existing 

characteristics of your area will give you a more natural 
and sustainable result. I recommend using at least 

some native species as they will be naturally 
suited to your environment and soil and 

will make your garden attractive to 
native birds and other wildlife. It’s also 

important to consider your proximity 
to the water. If you are close enough 

for plants to come in contact 
with salt spray — even only 
occasionally — the plants you 
select must be especially resilient.

Trees and shrubs
Planting some larger species 
like trees and shrubs can help 
provide shelter for smaller plant 
species. Using native trees 
indigenous to your area for this purpose 
can soften the boundary lines between 

your garden and natural coastal woodland.

Some good plants for this purpose are our 
native banksias such as Banksia integrifolia 

or Banksia serrata. These grow naturally in 
coastal regions and are well adapted to the 

free draining and low phosphate soils that occur 

in these regions. 
Low phosphate 
soils are also 
ideal for many of 
our native grevillea 
varieties such as Robin 
Gordon, Honey gem, 
Coastal Lemon Glimpse 
and Moonlight. Being members of 
the proteacea family, grevilleas are 
great companions for banksias and 
will attract nectar-feeding birds. Other 
excellent natives would be hakea 
and Leptospermum spp. In warmer 
regions, the sea grape Coccoloba 
urifera, or pandanus species are great 
options. There are also some excellent 
exotic species to choose from such 
as Acalypha spp, casuarina, hibiscus, 
oleander and olive. 

Improving the soil
Most coastal soils have a sandy 
structure which means they have poor 
ability to store water and nutrients. 
By adding plenty of Searles Organic 
Compost or Searles Garden Soil Mix, 
you can improve the structure of the 
soil and give new plants something 
to sink their roots into. This can reduce 
water usage and help plants establish 
more quickly. It’s also good practice 
to add a handful of hydrated water 
crystals to the bottom of the hole 
and water in with a mixture of Searles 
Liquid Seaweed.

succumb to fungal diseases 
caused by overcrowding in 
normal garden situations. 
Planting lavender such as L. 
dentata (French), L. Allardii, L. 
angustifolia (English — cool 
climates only), rosemary, 
curry plant Helichrysum 
italicum or perennial statice 
Limonium perezii in large drifts 
or low hedges can also bring 
fragrance and colour.

Hedges and boundary 
plantings can define sections 
of the garden and the 
Australian native coastal 
rosemary Westringea fruticosa 
and its cultivars are ideal for 
this purpose. It can also be 
clipped into domes or other 
interesting shapes.
Another good choice for 
seaside planting in subtropical 
zones is the metrosideros. 
These tall shrubs have a waxy 
coating to the foliage which 
makes them very resilient. For 
areas on the New South Wales 
central coast and further south, 
try coprosma as an alternative. 
Both metrosideros and 
coprosma are well adapted to 
life in salty air and can make 
outstanding feature shrubs. 
They also take well to a regular 
clipping. Both have variegated 
forms which can create extra 
interest.

Many succulent plants such 
as flowering aloes, Agave 
attenuata and Ice plants 
(mesembryanthemum) can be 
well suited to seaside gardens 
and look great with driftwood, 
rocks or antique nautical 
items. Unusual pathways can 

be made of light coloured 
gravel mixed with crushed 

pumice stone. Crushed 
oyster, abalone and 

mussel shell are 
other beautiful 
alternatives. (They 
are also a natural 
deterrent to snails 
and slugs.) 

Successful 
coastal gardens 
have a timeless 
quality about 
them and 
keeping a simple 
plan can capture 

the essence of your 
site beautifully.

If you’re lucky enough to live by the sea, you’ll probably be aware 
that gardening in this environment can be as much of a challenge 
as a privilege. Strong winds, salt spray and poor soils can be a 
death sentence to many garden plants. Taking the time to learn 
what grows in these unique conditions will bring huge rewards.

Coastal gardening
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pandanus oleander

English lavender acalypha

carex (brown)aloe flower (hybrid)

New Zealand flax ‘Pink Ribbon’rocks and driftwood

(Strelitzia reginae)
bird of paradise

Flowering aloes create
a welcoming entrance.

gazania

1110

coastal rosemary

Smaller species
Salt spray can be a serious 
peril to many garden plants. 
Fortunately, there is a diverse 
range of beautiful species 
that won’t find it the least bit 
troublesome. Ornamental 
grasses can look very natural by 
the seaside and one of the best 
is New Zealand flax phormium 
tenax. The smaller carex species 
also flourishes at the seaside 
and can look striking in the 
landscape, especially if planted 
in large drifts. Their soft, textured 
foliage contrasts pleasingly with 
other foliage plants.

The strong, architectural quality 
of grasses is matched only by 
the boldness of the sun loving 
Cordyline australis and its 
cultivars. Colourful forms such 
as Purple Sensation and Red 
fountain add drama and class to 
a modern-style garden. Although 
the strongly coloured forms hold 
the strongest immediate appeal, 
the original green cordyline has 
the strongest resilience to salt air. 

Large, bold plants such as 
the Bird of Paradise Strelitzia 
reginae can give coastal 
gardens a sense of structure and 
ground covers such as rhoeo 
Tradescantia spathacea and 
Gazania ringens will provide a 
beautiful living carpet. These 
plants can also help bind the soil 
in sites prone to erosion. 

The windy conditions of a 
coastal garden make it possible 
to grow plants that can 



Sydney

Flowers
Plant ageratum, alyssum, boronia, 
calceolaria, cleome, cyclamen, 
Iceland poppy, linaria, malope, 
marigold, pansy, schizanthus, stock, 
verbena, vinca, viola and wallflower.

Herbs
Plant basil, chives, coriander, fennel, 
gotu kola, heliotrope, lovage, mint, 
parsley and tarragon.

Fruit & Vegetables
Plant beans (dwarf and climbing), 
beetroot, broccoli, cabbage, 
capsicum, carrot, cauliflower, celery, 
chicory, chilli, Chinese cabbage, 
cucumber, eggplant, endive, kohlrabi, 
leek, lettuce, okra, parsnip, potato 
(tubers), radish, rhubarb (crowns), 
shallots, silver beet, spring onion, sweet 
corn, sweet potato and zucchini.

More advice...
Mulch the entire garden thoroughly. 
Before laying turf, sprinkle one handful 
of Searles Kickalong Organic Plant 
Food per square metre and rake 
in well. Water well after laying turf 
to help it establish. Prune wisteras. 
Feed all food crops fortnightly. Feed 
azaleas, camellias and gardenias 
fortnightly with Searles Flourish 
Azalea, Camellia & Gardenia. Avoid 
overwatering watermelon once it 
starts to set fruit as this can result in a 
watery, tasteless crop.

Temperate areas

Newcastle
Orange

Rockhampton

Mackay

Wodonga

Blackall

Longreach

Warwick

DIARY MAP

Melbourne
Cold & Southern 
Tableland areas

Flowers
Plant ageratum, alyssum, cineraria, 
cleome, cyclamen, forget-me-
not, Iceland poppy, lobelia, lupin, 
marigold, pansy, petunia, phlox, 
primula, stock, verbena, wallflower 
and zinnia.

Herbs
Plant basil, chives, coriander, 
lemongrass, marjoram, mint, 
oregano, parsley, rosemary, 
tarragon and thyme.

Fruit and vegetables
Plant beans, beetroot, cabbage, 
capsicum, carrot, cauliflower, 
cucumber, English spinach, kohlrabi, 
leek, lettuce, onion, parsnip, 
pumpkin, radish, silver beet, spring 
squash, swede, sweet corn, tomato, 
turnip and zucchini.

More advice...
Water flowering annuals and 
vegetable gardens as required. 
Snap off withered rhododendron 
trusses. Watch potted house plants 
for dry-out and feed with diluted 
Searles Fish & Kelp Plus after 
watering. Apply Searles Flourish 
fortnightly for better vegetables 
and blooms. Keep an eye out 
for pests such as aphids, snails 
and caterpillars. Give Japanese 
and Siberian iris clumps a deep 
watering as they come into flower.

South-east Qld & 
Northern NSW

Flowers
Sow ageratum, aster, balsam, celosia, 
cockscomb, coleus, gomphrena, 
impatiens, marigold, salvia, sunflower, 
torenia, vinca and zinnia.

Herbs
Plant basil, chives, coriander, fennel, 
gotu kola, heliotrope, lemongrass, 
mint, parsley, tarragon and winter 
savoury.

Fruit & Vegetables
Plant artichoke, beans, capsicum, 
celery, Chinese cabbage, cucumber, 
eggplant, kohlrabi, leek, lettuce, 
melons, okra, onion, potato (tubers), 
pumpkin, radish, rhubarb (crowns), 
rosella, silver beet, spring onion, 
squash, sweet corn, sweet potato 
and tomato.

More advice...
Spray roses with Searles Rose Pro 
to prevent black spot. Cut back 
excessive growth on herbs to 
prevent them becoming lanky. This 
will also reduce fungal infections 
caused by humidity.

Subtropical — Coastal

Flowers
Sow balsam, celosia, cockscomb, 
coleus, gomphrena, marigold, 
petunia, salvia, sunflower, torenia 
and vinca.

Herbs
Plant basil, coriander, lemongrass, 
mint and tarragon.

Fruit & Vegetables
Plant artichoke, beetroot, 
capsicum, cauliflower, celery, 
Chinese cabbage, cucumber, 
eggplant, lettuce, pumpkin, radish, 
shallots, spring onion and tomato.

More advice...
Prepare garden beds in readiness 
for next season’s vegetables. To 
discourage hibiscus beetle, pick 
up and dispose of spent hibiscus 
flowers. Keep the fertiliser up 
to citrus trees as nutrients are 
constantly being lost with the rain.

North Queensland
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Garden art is an underestimated 
design tool, creating focal points 
in the garden and enhancing your 
chosen theme. Visit your garden 
centre or even look up local artists 
or exhibitions for inspiration.

ALL ZONES

Magnolia 
'Little Gem' is 
perfect with 
Tuscan-style 
sculpture.

Raise the blades on your lawnmower 
to cut the grass higher. Longer grass 
will keep the soil cooler, preventing 
moisture loss and dead patches which 
will welcome weeds. Grass should 
never be less than 2.5cm high.

Encourage frogs in your garden 
by giving them plenty of places to 
hide. Even if you don't have space 
for a pond, plenty of leafy plants, 
rock crevices and even old pieces 
of piping can create the perfect 
setting for a frog haven!

Besides being hardy and beautiful, 
marigolds are excellent companion 
plants in the vegie garden. Planted 
alternately between food crops in 
informal gardens, they can help 
prevent pests and disease from 
spreading from plant to plant.

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

Using your recycling bin is a great 
step towards a cleaner future, but 
re-use is an even better philosophy 
than re-cycle. Take a cue from Andy 
Warhol and rediscover the 'chic' in 
ordinary objects like soup cans and 
soft-drink bottles! To create the look, 
use plenty of repetition of identical 
objects and limit your colour palette 
according to your theme. Don't 

forget to make drainage holes!

ALL ZONES

A frog finds refuge in this native frangipani.

ALL ZONES

Summer flowering
natives

This beautiful small shrub bears fascinating, 
star-shaped flowers in spring and summer. 
Plant in full sun in a well-drained soil. Remove 
spent flowers and old foliage to promote 
further flowering and a dense, compact form.

Actinotus 
‘Starbright’

This rainforest tree is fast growing and bears 
pretty-pink flowers in spring & summer. Usually 
little taller than 6m in sunny gardens, it's 
adaptable to a range of soils but likes good 
drainage. Can tolerate moderate frosts but 
dislikes strong winds. Attracts butterflies.

PInk Euodia
(Melicope elleryana)

Grevillea
'Honey Barbara'

n

This lovely shrub (about 3m tall) bears prolific, 
bird-attracting flowers for most of the year. 
Prune lightly after flowering. Apply Searles 
Kickalong Native Plant Food in spring and 
summer and mulch well. Water as needed.



Wear a broad rimmed hat, sun 
screen and long sleeved shirt 
when in the sun and keep a bottle 
of drinking water handy. When 
possible, limit your gardening to 
early mornings or evenings to avoid 
the heat of the day. ALL ZONES

    

Summer is when roses bloom, but it's 
also when they're most vulnerable to 
ailments. Keep a bottle of Searles Rose 
Pro handy and apply as directed for 
outbreaks of disease and insect attack.

Summer handy hints & tips

It's very important 
whenever using 
a weed spray or 
pesticide to use 
it in conjunction 
with Searles 
Spredmax. This 
increases the 

weedkiller's effectiveness by 
helping it stick to the leaves 
of the weed.

To prevent anthracnose on 
mangoes, spray trees with 
Searles Mancozeb, following 
the directions carefully.

For more great hints and tips, visit the Searles website: www.searles.com.au

Dainty native violet blooms belie the 
hardy nature of this lovely groundcover. 
The edible flowers also make a great 
talking point when frozen in ice cubes 
and used in cool drinks and cocktails.

Some carnivorous plants seem to belong 
on the surface of Mars, like these eerie-
looking pitcher plants (sarracenia) which 
lure their prey into reservoirs of digestive 
enzymes at the base of their vessel-
shaped leaves. Once an insect falls into 
the trap, few live to tell the tale!
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Keep the water up to sweet 
corn when it becomes 
waist high and keep it well-
nourished with a fortnightly 
application of Searles Fish & 
Kelp Plus for a bumper crop. 

Pineapples can be grown quite 
easily in warmer, frost-free zones. 
Chop the spikey crown off a 
pineapple, sit it in a saucer of water 
until it develops roots and plant it 
in the garden. In cooler areas, they 
may take a few years to fruit but 
make fascinating border plants in 
the meantime. Give them full sun.

It's lovely to retreat to a shady 
corner of the garden in summer. Visit 
your garden centre for an exciting 
range of understorey plants to bring 
shady environments to life. To get 
started, ask about ferns, crotons, lilies, 
impatiens and hydrangeas...

This stunning shrub 
grows about 80cm 
tall. Strikingly, it 
bears lime green, 
pendulous foliage 
and has an 
attractive, compact 
habit. It is ideal 
for pots, garden 
beds and sloping 
gardens and its fine, 
cascading foliage 
has made it a 
favourite in Balinese 
and Japanese style 
gardens. Very hardy, 
it performs best 
in full-sun to part-

Normally flowering in autumn, there 
are new hybrids of the red hot poker 
(kniphofia) which flower in summer. 
Hardy, low maintenance and reliable, 
their fiery orange-yellow spires look great 
lining a driveway or backing a flower 
bed. They're also excellent as cut flowers.

In southern areas, summer marks the peak of 
the gardening season while in warmer zones 
it's a time to kick back and enjoy the results 
of hard work earlier in the year. Wherever you 
live, now is when plants will benefit most from 
having a watchful eye on them so the secret 
this season is to garden smarter, not harder.

Tropical

Sub tropical

Temperate

Cool

Arid

ALL ZONES

Citrus leafminer (Phyllocnistis citrella) 
tunnels through the young leaves of 
citrus trees which creates silvery lines. 
Finally, it curls the leaf into a shelter 
and pupates within. This can severely 
distort the leaves, but mature trees are 
not likely to be seriously damaged. To 
protect young trees, spray new growth 
thoroughly with Searles Pest Gun.

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES

ALL ZONES
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Harvest sweet corn when 
the silk turns black.

Anthracnose affected this mango leaf.

A lovely and hardy small tree 
is Australian native, grey myrtle 
(Backhousia myrtifolia). Growing 
3–7m high, it prefers a part shade 
position and moist, well drained 
soil. Cultivate the soil and water 
well when planting. Mulch well and 
protect it from frosts when young. 
Feed with Searles Kickalong Native 
Plant Food in the growing season. 
Attracts native birds.

ALL ZONES

What bug is that?
A orange leaf with citrus 

leaf miner damage

Kniphofia 'Poker Face'

Summer is when fruit fly will be out 
with a vengeance, so hang Searles 
Fruit Fly Traps above all your fruit 
trees and tomato plants to stop the 
breeding cycle.

Like most bromeliads, 
pineapples are easy to grow.

Fruit fly is a serious menace.

ALL ZONES

shade in well-
drained soil. For 
best performance 
in warmer 
climates, maintain 
a thin layer of 
light-coloured 
mulch and ensure 
it has excellent 
drainage. A 
regular dose 
of water to the 
soil under the 
plant foliage will 
give best results. 
Protect from the 
harsh afternoon 
sun.

Acacia 'Limelight' 
  Acacia cognata



Ants can cause many 
problems in the garden. They 
will build unsightly mounds in 
lawns and contribute to soils 
becoming water-repellent — 
a particular problem in pot 
plants.

Ants are also known to be 
responsible for the spread 
of other insect pests such as 
scale, aphids and mealybug, 
which feed by sucking the 
sap from garden plants. Ants 
feed on the sugary secretions 
made by scale, aphids and 
mealybugs and will defend 
these insects from natural 
predators. They will also 
deliberately spread them 
from one plant to another as 
a means of securing this food 
source. While the damage 
caused by small outbreaks of 
scale, aphids and mealybug 

is often negligible, the 
partnership of ants can soon 
cause serious plant damage.

If you observe ant activity 
on plants and shrubs, have 
a closer look to see if there is 
other insect pest activity as 
well. You may need 
to apply a treatment 
to get rid of these 
other pests as well as 
the ants. Conversely, 
if you see scale, 
aphids or mealybugs 
on your plants, keep 
an eye out for ants 
and treat all insects at 
the same time.

Ants are very easy to 
keep under control. 
Sprinkle David Gray’s 
Antex Granules around 
the garden and lawn 

— wherever you notice 
unwanted ant activity. If you 
see ant trails or nests, be sure 
to apply Antex around these 
areas. Repeat application 
may be necessary depending 
on the amount of ant activity 

in your garden.
Always read and follow 
instructions carefully.

Ants are rarely welcome on a summer’s day picnic but these little tough guys can also 
be too smart for their own good when it comes to our garden plants. Here’s how to know 
when they’ve overstepped the line and how to stop them in their little ants trail track...

The harmful activity of
sap-sucking aphids...

No need to get antsy this summer

...scale insects...

...and mealybug can all 
be aggravated by ants.

Pumpkin power

Pumpkins are so easy to grow that 
they have been known to spring up 
out of the compost heap or self-seed 
in worm farms, and will grow just about 
anywhere there is space for them to 
spread out. They are also very good 
for you. Pumpkin is packed with alpha 
and beta-carotene, the latter of which 
generates vitamin A in the body. It is 
believed that pumpkins originated 
somewhere around Mexico, where 
related seeds have been found which 
date back to as early as 7000 B.C.

Pumpkin varieties
The most popular types of pumpkin 
are available as seedlings, but if you’re 
looking for something your neighbours 
don’t have, some of the more rare and 
interesting varieties can be grown from 
seed. Pumpkin can be planted in most 
parts of Australia during the summer. In 
the tropics, some varieties will be more 
suitable than others so check with your 
garden centre for varieties most suited 
to your area or wait until the end of 
summer before you plant.

Planting pumpkins
For best fruiting, plant 
pumpkin in full sun or 
part shade. Because 
pumpkins spread over a 
far greater area than their 
root zone, there is no need 
to dig over an entire garden 
bed; simply cultivate a small 
pocket of soil for each plant, about 
30cm wide x 30cm deep and plant 
into that according to the instructions 
on the seed packet or punnet. When 
handling seedlings, take care not to 
damage the delicate roots. For best 
results, sprinkle Searles Penetraide over 
the soil after planting to ensure deep 
water penetration and water well. 
Finally, apply a thick layer of newspaper 
and mulch.

Companion planting
Pumpkin makes an excellent ‘living 
mulch’ when planted around sweet 
corn. 

Pumpkin pruning
If you have limited space, pumpkin vines 
can be pruned to a more compact 
size. If this is done before flowering, it will 
cause the plant to grow more densely, 
producing a greater number of stems 
in a smaller space without significantly 
reducing the yield. Left unpruned, a 
single plant can easily occupy a ground 
space of 3mx3m. They are great for 
planting around taller plants because 
they smother weeds by preventing 
sunlight from reaching the soil.

Pumpkin ongoing care
Pumpkin vines grow rapidly and 
require ample water to reach their full 
potential, so keep them well mulched 
and water them as required during 
dry weather. Continue to lay mulch 
under the vine as it grows. This will inhibit 
fungal diseases by preventing the stems 
and developing fruit coming in direct 
contact with the soil.

Pumpkin pollination
Pumpkins are pollinated by bees, so it is 
very important not to use insecticides 

Delicious in scones and puddings, the 
sweet, creamy texture of pumpkin also 
makes it a favourite in vegetarian curries 
and other dishes. What’s more, pumpkin 
is so easy to grow it is a favourite in the 
children’s garden. Here’s how to get the 
most from your pumpkin patch!

around them. The fruit usually sets easily 
but if they don’t, it’s easy to pollinate 
by hand. Pumpkins are monoecious, 
having both male and female flowers. 
The male flower can be identified by its 
powdery, pollen-cover stamens in the 
centre. Gently remove this flower and 
lightly wipe the inside of the female 
flower (identified by a slight swelling at 
the base) with it. Once there are eight 
to ten pollinated flowers on the stems, 
trim the trailing end of the vine back 
to promote better development of 
the fruit. Reduce watering as the fruit 
begins to ripen.

Pests and diseases
Excessive humidity can cause 
outbreaks of fungal diseases like rust 
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Pumpkin flowers 
last little more 
than a day and 
soon develop 
into fruit.
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and powdery 
mildew on 
pumpkins. This 
can be curtailed 
by growing vines 
in full sun and 
watering only 
in the mornings. 
A fortnightly 
application of 
Searles Liquid 
Seaweed can also 
improve the plant’s 
resistance to such 
ailments. Existing 
cases of fungal disease 
can be controlled with 
Searles Wettable Sulphur or 
Searles Mancozeb Plus.

Pumpkin harvest
Pumpkins are ready to 
harvest when the vine has 
withered and the stalks 
have turned brown and 
dry. Always take at least 
4cm of the stem away 
with the fruit when picking. 
This remaining stem will 
preserve the fruit for longer 
by preventing air and 

moisture from reaching 
the flesh. Pumpkins can 
store for many months in 
a cool, airy position.

Pumpkin point
After handling raw 
pumpkin in the kitchen, 
you may notice a 
dry, papery film on 
your fingers that takes 
more than 24 hours to 
disappear. This is not 
harmful and is purely 
an indication that the 
pumpkin is very fresh.

Method: Peel and dice 
pumpkin and boil or steam it 
until soft. Boil pasta until al dente. 

Fry diced bacon, capsicum and 
garlic in a pan with olive oil until 
bacon is cooked and capsicum 
has softened. Add sugar and 
lemon juice and stir. Mix in 

sliced tomatoes, basil, marjoram, 
parsley and pepper and stir 
gently until tomatoes are soft but 
still intact. 

Combine with chopped spinach, 
pumpkin and pasta and 
serve hot or cold in bowls with 
crumbled feta. Yum!

Summer pumpkin salad

Ingredients:
1/4 pumpkin

300g Penne pasta
175g trim cut bacon

2 cloves garlic
1/2 capsicum, diced

2 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp brown sugar

juice of half a lemon
1 punnet cherry tomatoes

handful of fresh basil,
marjoram and parsley

50g baby spinach
pepper to taste

100g feta cheese



Mandevillas are beautiful 
subtropical climbers. Grow them on 
a trellis, arch, pergola or pillar. Great 
for screening or to create a curtain 
of shade. Mandevillas offer colours 
and flower size to suit all tastes, from 
white through to the deepest red. 
Why not plant more than one for an 
eye-catching display? For profuse 
flowering give them a warm, sunny 
position. They are not rampant 
climbers so need pruning only for 
shape and increased vigour. Fertilise 
in spring with Searles Kickalong Fruit 

Azalea ‘Minitastic’ has magnificent plum coloured 
foliage and is an eye catching addition to any 
landscape. Unlike other azaleas, ‘Minitastic’ is 
grown for its foliage colour, not its flowers. With 
its small, bright coloured leaves and compact 
growth, (60cmH x 60cmW) ‘Minitastic’ makes 
a stunning low formal hedge or container 
specimen or interplanted with other shrubs for 
contrast. ‘Minitastic’ is easy-care and has 
best foliage colour in full sun. Prefers an 
acid soil. Mulch well and keep moist 
but not wet, particularly through the 
hot summer months. Water early 
in the day to allow the foliage 
to dry. Apply quality compost 
through the summer to keep the 
roots cool and apply Searles 
Azalea, Camellia & Gardenia 
Plant Food in spring. Pruning is 
not necessary other than to 
maintain shape. ‘Minitastic’ 
grows well in containers so is 
great near the poolside, patio or 
deck. When planting, use Searles 
Azalea & Camellia Planting Mix. 

The ‘Yedda’ hawthorn 
(Raphiolepis 
umbellata) is a hardy 
evergreen shrub (1.5–
2mH x  2–2.5mW). Its 
dark green leaves 
offset the white, 
star-shaped flowers 

which are produced 
in clusters in early 

summer followed by 
small, black berries. 

‘Yedda’ is slow growing 
but extremely tough and 

performs well in a wide range 
of soils. Tolerant of salt spray, 

saline conditions, dry soil and frosty 
areas, ‘Yedda’ is great for mass planting 

as a screen or garden feature. Mulch the soil 
well and apply a slow release fertiliser and 
well rotted compost annually.

Also known as a rice flower, this delightful 
native is a small shrub (1mH x 30cmW) with 
aromatic, grey-green foliage and clumps of 
golden yellow flowers which are excellent in 
floral arrangements. Pick when the buds are 
open. ‘Gold Dust’™ prefers a sunny position 
and a well drained soil. Very effective in group 
plantings. Drought tolerant once established 
and suited to dry, exposed areas. Will survive 
light frosts. ‘Gold Dust’™ is easy to grow and 
requires little care. Remove spent flower 
heads to encourage new growth and apply 
Searles Kickalong Native Plant Food every 
4–6 months. Prune heavily once a year to 
encourage upright, compact growth.

Ozothamnus
‘Gold Dust’™ 

Azalea ‘Minitastic’

Mandevilla

Redlands Nursery plants are available wherever quality plants are sold.

& Flower Organic Plant Food for 
spectacular flowers from spring to 
autumn. Requires good drainage 
but likes to be kept moist in hot 
weather. Mulch to help conserve 
moisture and keep the roots 
cool. Grown in large containers, 
Mandevillas can be enjoyed on a 
sunny balcony or courtyard. A very 
versatile plant.

Hawthorn
‘Yedda’

‘Crimson Fantasy’Mandevilla 
‘White Fantasy’ ‘Pink Fantasy Mini’
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Passionate for    passionfruit

Planting
In warmer zones with mild winters, 
passionfruit can be planted throughout 
the year. In cool or cold zones, plant only 
during the warmer time of year from 
October to March.

Fruiting tips
Passionfruit vines usually fruit around 18 
months after planting. Generally, they will 
produce two crops per year — one in 
late autumn and another in late spring, 
so be sure to begin fertilising at the 
end of summer and again at the end 
of winter. This can be done with a foliar 
fertiliser such as Searles Fish & Kelp Plus 
or Searles Flourish once a fortnight or 
use a single dose of Searles Kickalong 
Fruit & Flower Organic Plant Food for a 
bumper crop of fruit. Fruit should mature 
in under 3 months and will be best 
tasting when fully ripe and about to 
fall off the vine. In circumstances which 
may be detrimental to the fruit, such as 
adverse weather conditions, 
ripening fruit can also be 
removed from the vine and 
allowed to ripen indoors. 
Healthy 
vines should 
be good 
bearers of 
fruit for 3–5 
years. After 
this time, they 
should be 
replaced.

Passionfruit positioning
Passionfruit are not especially prone 
to disease and healthy, vigorous vines 
should have few problems. However, 
sometimes they may fruit poorly, in which 
case it is first advisable to examine their 

growing conditions. Correct planting 
and positioning of your vine can help 
it flourish and produce plenty of fruit.

Passionfruit is sensitive to extended 
dry periods and frosts, which can 
adversely affect fruit yields. Fruiting 
can also be poor if the vine is 
exposed to strong winds or constant, 
heavy rain at the time of flowering.

Passionfruit needs full sun all year 
round and good airflow, so allow 
enough space around the vine and 
don’t allow them to be smothered 
by other crops or hedging plants 
planted too close to them. Soil should 
be slightly acidic and have good 
drainage, which can be achieved 
by mixing plenty of organic compost 
into the soil before planting. If your 
soil is heavy clay, don’t dig deeper 
into the soil. Instead, build up mounds 
of soil mixed with compost on top of 
the existing ground and use this for 
planting. This will prevent the roots from 
becoming waterlogged.

A favourite in warm temperate to 
tropical Australian gardens where they 
can grow year round, the passionfruit 
originates from South America. This 
lovely climber has it all; lush foliage, 

Pests and diseases
In warmer areas, fruit fly attack can 
be identified by the presence of corky, 
raised patches on the skin of the fruit. 
Attach Searles Fruit Fly Traps according 
to the instructions to control this 
problem. Always pick up and dispose 
of any fallen fruit from your passionfruit 
plant or other fruit trees. This can 
prevent fruit fly from appearing in the 
first place.

Leaf and fruit spots can be recognised 
as brown spots on the leaves 
surrounded by yellow. Eventually, 
affected leaves will fall off the plant. 
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be controlled by 
applying Searles 
Mancozeb as 
directed.

Passionfruit 
woodiness virus is 
spread by aphids 
and has no cure. 
The good news 
is that it is rather 
rare. The leaves 
of affected plants 
will become 
rough and 
crinkled looking 
with raised, 
yellow veins. Fruit 
will become 
wrinkled, its skin 
very thick and the 
pulp bland and 
undeveloped. In 
such cases, the 
only treatment is 
to cut the vine out 
and replace it.
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Be supportive
Passionfruit need to be 
planted near a strong 
structure like a fence, 
pergola, verandah 
or trellis as they can become very 
heavy when laden with fruit.

Did you know?
Many of the varieties of passionfruit 
which are available at your local 
grocery store are also available to 
be grown in the home garden, so 
do a taste test to help 
you decide which 
varieties to grow!

Passionfruit planting tip...
Passionfruit have shallow roots 
which can be susceptible to drying 
out, so keep them well mulched 
and be careful not to disturb the 
roots by digging or planting around 
the base.

Lobelia 
Compact bushy plants (unless trailing 
varieties) full sun/part shade. Long 
flowering period. Available with flowers 
in various shades of blue. Enjoys full 
sun or semi shade and needs well 
drained, sandy loam soil. Fertilise with 
Searles Flourish to encourage a long 

flowering period 
and remove plants 

Nemesia
Free flowering compact plants, wide 
range of colours, trim after flowering to 
encourage new flowers. Full sun.

Petunia
Free flowering 
over the 
warmer months. 
Prefer a sunny 
position. 
Dead head 
to encourage 
further 
flowering. 
Petunias 
become 

Most garden plants will 
benefit from similar basic 
care. Following the guide 
outlined below should have 
any of the plants on this 
page looking fabulous.

•	Give	
plants 
a well 
drained 
garden 
bed 
which 
is rich in 
humus by 

preparing the soil before 
planting with a good 
quality fertiliser such as 
Searles 5IN1 Plus or Searles 
Garden & Vegetable Plant 
Food.

Extra advice...

NutriPaK is a 
balanced fertiliser in 
an easy-to-use, liquid 
product. Promotes 
vigorous growth and 
greening. Contains 
organic manure and 
seaweed extracts. 
Simply attaches to 
hose.

Delta-M: is a non 
staining residual 
insecticide, for the 
control of spiders, 
cockroaches, 
fleas, ants, 
silverfish, flies and 
mosquitoes.

Grub, Ant & 
Pest Controller: 
Controls 
ants, spiders, 
cockroaches, 
lawn beetle, 
lawn grub, and 
armyworm in the 
home garden.

Dimethoate 300: Is a systemic insecticide 
which provides effective control of a range 
of insect plants (including fruit fly, aphids, 
leaf miner and thrips) on fruit trees and 
other plants in and around the garden.

Most Superway products come 
packaged in easy to use ‘squeeze & 
measure’ chamber pack bottles. No 
more messy measuring cups or spoons 
and no more risk of getting chemicals 
on your hands. Just safely squeeze, 
measure, pour into a watering or spray 
pack, apply water and use!

1. Loosen the 
cap above 
the measuring 
chamber.

3. Remove lid from 
measuring chamber 
and pour contents 
into measuring can/
spray can.

4. Add required 
amount of water 
and apply as 
directed.

How to use Superway 
‘squeeze & measure’ 

chamber bottles

2. Gently squeeze 
the bottle to make 
the chemical flow 
into the measuring 
chamber.

Weedkiller: 
provides effective 
control of most 
broadleaf weeds 
and grasses. 1 litre 
of concentrate’ 
Makes up to 100 
Litres of ready-to-
use weedkiller.

Superway
P.O. Box 183, 

Beerwah Qld 4519
Ph: (07) 5439 0355

 Fax: (07) 5439 0366
www.superway.com.au

SUPERWAY GARDEN, Ag & Pest
PRODUCTS PTY.LTD.

(a quality assured company, proudly Australian owned and operated)

Available 250ml, 500ml 
& 1litre chamber pack. Available in concentrate or ready-to-use pack.

Available in 250ml, 500ml 
and 1 litre packs.

Available in 250ml to 20 
litres and 1 litre 'ready-
to-use' spraypack.

Available in 250ml, 500ml and 1 litre chamber pack.
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Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Trade enquiries welcome. 21

beautiful flowers and of course, delicious fruit!
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Colourwave® creates relaxing living spaces.
However you unwind, there’s a unique peace and tranquility to be found in a beautiful garden. 

COLOURWAVE new season plants are easy to grow and even easier to look after, particularly the

vibrant flowering COLOURWAVE SUN PARASOL®.  This fast growing climber turns any pot or

garden trellis into a cascade of richly coloured blooms, creating an amazing display!

Make your home come alive with Colourwave Home Gardening solutions. Available from

all quality nursery retailers. Visit www.colourwave.com.au for more information.

® Registered Trademarks of Suntory Flowers Ltd.
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A common sense approach to termite control

Detects and 
intercepts

termite
activity.

Protect your home!
Termites are the most common and costly cause of 
damage to Australian homes. Infestations can go 
undetected for years. The White Ant Terminator allows you 
to detect and eradicate termites before they damage 
your home. Developed from CSIRO research, this system is 
easy to install, uses no chemical sprays, is environmentally 
friendly and kills termites at the source — the nest.

Buy direct or locate a stockist:
Post: PO Box 183,
 Beerwah QLD 4519
Enquiries: 1300 302 938
Fax: (07) 5439 0366

www.superway.com.au

Part of the Superway group of companies.

Fertilising
Crotons don’t need much fertilising. 
An application of Searles Kickalong 
Complete Plant Food once a year 
should be sufficient.

Watering
Crotons don’t like the soil to dry 
out completely, so keep them well 
mulched and insert a finger into the 
soil occasionally to see if watering is 
needed.

Pruning
In the tropics, crotons 
can grow up to 3 
metres tall. In cooler 
areas, they remain 
smaller, but an 
occasional prune will 
keep them compact 
and bushy. Crotons 
are related to the 
poinsettia. When cut, 
they ooze a white, 
milky sap which can 

about crotons
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Crazy

Position
Give crotons a warm, sunny position 
for best leaf colour. They also grow 
well in shade but with less sunlight 
they tend to lose their red tones 
and turn green. They don’t tolerate 
frosts and do best where winter 
temperatures don’t fall below 10˚C.

Soil
Crotons are not particularly fussy 
about soil, but do best in a well-
drained sandy loam that has been 
enriched with compost.

Planting
Dig a wide, shallow hole. Mix plenty 
of Searles 5IN1®

 Plus into the soil, 
plant the croton and fill, firming 
gently around the roots. Add another 
handful of Searles 5IN1®

 to the soil 
surface and water thoroughly.

Mulching
Mulch thoroughly with Searles Mulch 
Plus.

be irritating, so take 
care when pruning 
and wash immediately 
if it comes in contact 
with the skin or eyes.
As a guide, crotons can 
be pruned down by 
about one third when 
they start to look leggy.

Pests and diseases
Though usually problem-
free, crotons can be 
affected by scale, mites, 
thrips and fungal diseases. 
Large outbreaks of scale can be 
treated with Searles Pest Gun and other 
pests can be treated with Searles 
Bug Beater. Leaf drop can 

happen in cold 
weather, but 
can also be 
a sign of root 
rot, caused by 
poor drainage.  
If your soil is 
heavy clay, build 
up garden beds 
rather than digging 
down into the soil and 
enrich soil with plenty 
of compost.

The large, glossy and vividly coloured leaves of the croton 
(Codiaeum variegatum) bring year-round colour and a 
tropical look to warm climate gardens. They are easy to 
grow and require almost no maintenance once established.



 Not just
beautiful
plants, it’s a

lifestyle.

Give your garden
a Kickalong®

       ...Organically

Ask for these great Searles products
at your nearest gardening outlet Ph: 07 5497 2022

www.searles.com.auPLANT FOODS

Kickalong ®

ORGANIC




